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Principal’s Report
NAPLAN
NAPLAN results were released this week. The results for Canterbury Girls’
Secondary College were outstanding. While there may be differing opinions
regarding NAPLAN, they are one indication, in conjunction with other student data,
about student achievement and provide one more tool for decisions regarding
teaching and learning.
As you may know from media reports, Victoria’s NAPLAN results were the highest
in Australia. The Canterbury results eclipsed Victoria’s results.
At Year 7, the mean for CGSC for Reading was 587 compared to the State mean of
552, for Writing the CGSC mean was 576 (State 529), the CGSC mean for Spelling
was 575 (State 552), for Grammar and Punctuation the CGSC mean was 580 (State
539) and for Numeracy the CGSC means was 591 (State 559).
At Year 9, the mean for CGSC for Reading was 617 compared to the State mean of
584, for Writing the CGSC mean was 614 (State 554), the CGSC mean for Spelling
was 611 (State 586), for Grammar and Punctuation the CGSC mean was 615 (State
583) and for Numeracy the CGSC means was 624 (State 593).
In terms of the number of students performing above the National Minimum
Standard, at Year 7, 96% of students achieved above the national minimum
standard in Reading, 96% in Writing, 96% in Spelling,92% in Grammar and
Punctuation and 97% I Numeracy. In Year 9, 92% of students achieved above the
national minimum standard in Reading, 90% in Writing, 97% in Spelling, 90% in
Grammar and Punctuation and 94% in Numeracy.
I congratulate all teachers, students, parents and carers for the work that is been
done to increase literacy and numeracy skills across all years. After a difficult past
couple of years, the results are a cause for celebration.
Remote Learning
It is certainly disappointing that students will not be returning to onsite learning
this term. I will continue to email parents, carers and students directly regrading
the supports that are available should they be needed.
Over the later part of this term, I have been so proud of the leadership shown
by student leaders. Last week was English Week. Under the leadership of Emily
Rowling, the English Captain, there were quizzes, suggestions for readings, and
competitions including a book related dress up. Teachers dressed in a costume
relevant to Book Week and English Week on Friday, injecting some fun into the
day. Some of these costumes are highlighted later in the newsletter. Also, during
last week, the Library staff – Shani Schols, Catherine Baker and Angela Henry –
ran Book Week, with activities open to all students and staff. Such activities are
a welcome break from the online learning and enable connections between all
members of the school community even if we are not on site.
This week has been Music Week under the leadership of Music Captain, Karmen
Drezins, supported by Michael Sword, Head of Music. Each day, a song for the day
has been posted which has been a lovely way to start the day. There is also a Music
Trivia competition and a dress up day on Friday. Next week is Humanities Week. I
encourage everyone to become involved.

Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which our school stands. We pay
our respects to their Elders, past and present, and we recognise, acknowledge and respect the history, culture, diversity
and value of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands people.
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School Leaders 2022
Thank you to Jim Ouliaris who is overseeing the election of the 2022 School
Leaders. Elections have been completed for a number of the roles. Congratulations
to Emma Slade - Community Liaison Captain, Chelsea Lloyd-Shrimpton Environmental Captain, Selene Tang - Social Services Captain and Arabella Von
Brunn - SRC Captain.
Enrolments and Exits
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College is now accepting applications for enrolments
into Years 8 to 12 for 2022. If you know of someone who is interested in enrolling
their child, please ask them download and complete an application form available
on the website. Any questions can be referred to Georgina Padula (Years 8 and 9) or
Jim Ouliaris (Years 10-12).
If you know that your child is leaving at the end of this year, please let the relevant
level co-ordinator know so that we can offer the enrolment to another student.
Dr Mary Cannon
Principal
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Student Reflections on Remote Learning
Online learning has been very different from face-to-face school, especially in
Studio Art, where everybody is normally chatting and laughing while independently
painting, drawing or making art in a variety of forms. Our classroom is always a
place of general appreciation and support as people mill about and look over each
other’s shoulders to see some of the incredible art our classmates are working
on during class. At home, it is certainly quieter, but the quality of work has not
dulled and there is still lots of the usual comradery during the calls on Microsoft
Teams due to the silly backgrounds,
discussion-prompting questions,
and regular check-ins to ensure
that everybody is keeping up with
the workflow and that nobody feels
overwhelmed or alone.

Students have had to get even more creative
than usual as we all adjust our ideas to use
the supplies we have available at home,
honing our critical thinking skills and
exploring new ways to illustrate our chosen
themes or concepts, with fantastic results. Big thanks to all the teachers and
students for keeping the morale high and the motivation flowing!
Ashley Place
Year 11
I suppose I am coping quite well mainly because I am looking at lockdowns as
an opportunity to invest some time in myself. I have always had a few goals or
aspirations in mind that I wanted to pursue, but never had the time to act on in
normal life. Fitness and overall health have been interests of mine. Over lockdown I
have an abundance of time to make simple changes in my lifestyle to achieve some
of those goals. Going on a run, eating healthy, doing a home workout, all of those
feel really rewarding and I give myself a mental ‘pat on the back’ whenever I find
the energy to do those.
In regards to school and online learning I suppose I look at it as not just compulsory
and not just what my teachers want me to achieve, but what I want to achieve for
myself. You have to want to do well for yourself, not rely on a congratulations from
someone else. Congratulate YOURSELF for the effort you put in everyday! Reward
yourself as well!
Alexandra BOUNDY
Year 11
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Learning from home is not a one-way street. You can get sidetracked and forget to
mute. Many problems come up when doing home learning, but there are positive
aspects too. Being in your own home when learning means you can get comfortable
during lessons. Having all your schoolbooks right there on the shelf is a luxury that
comes with this, as well as not having to go to and from your locker each day. If you
have one, you can hug your pet in class and put your bunny slippers on for added
warmth. You can treat yourself to whatever is in your fridge. You can attend all your
classes – but from home! We can get through this lockdown by focusing on the
positives.
Natalie Skok
Year 7
Here are a few things I like about lockdown:
- No transit time, so I have time to relax and go for a walk after class
- More time to spend with my family
- Don’t have to put on the winter uniform in the morning
- Less stressful because there is more time to do work without commitments after
school and on the weekend
- More opportunity to spend a bit of time doing hobbies like reading, drawing,
cooking, etc.
Sophia Tatlis
Year 12
Remote learning number 6 has been a mixed-emotion
lockdown. I feel that it has been great for me and my family,
because I got a new puppy a day before the lockdown
started. Our puppy Loki has kept all my family distracted
from the challenges we are facing during the lockdown.
I don’t mind doing online learning, but I do miss going
to school and seeing my friends. If the lockdown gets
extended, I won’t be too upset about it, but I do wish to go
back to school.
Layla Temmhoff
Year 7
Lockdown – if I got a dollar every time I heard that word, I
would be super rich by now! I know it is not fun to be stuck
at home. We would rather be at school with our friends. We are on an ambitious
journey of eliminating COVID-19 from our society to save lives. So, let’s keep going.
Without doubt lockdowns are boring and stressful, hence it is important to have
some family time and ‘me time’. Remember to be kind to yourself and others.
Relax, enjoy the present moment and when you
feel lonely, call your friends and have an online
party! Try out a new hobby or start a new TV
show – and most importantly, keep yourself and
others motivated!
On a positive note, take this lockdown as an
opportunity to find yourself within you!
Prasitha Prathaban
Year 8
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My overall experience with remote learning has been quite
positive! Despite missing my friends a lot and a few panics
about my internet not working, I have enjoyed the sleepins and spending breaks with my mum. I have also really
enjoyed online Dance Drama rehearsals and the themed
activities that have been organised. I am also extremely
grateful for my teachers’ help and understanding, as they
have given us breaks (to allow us to get off our screens) and
often check in with us. In my free time, I have been reading,
watching WAY too much Netflix, doing athletics training,
and chatting with friends. I have also been cooking a lot of
delicious things, such as pizza, chocolate slice, cupcakes and
rice paper rolls. I even attended a Donna Hay cooking class!
I hope you are going well in lockdown. Stay strong!
Madeleine Mcgregor
Year 8
During remote Learning I have found positives things that I
can do to make others happier. In Food Tech, I am making a
carrot cake for our celebrations task. For the task, we had
to choose a celebration and make a cake for it. I am making
it for Father’s Day to share with my neighbors. In the picture
on the left I am making carrots out of fondant.
Evie Molnar
Year 7

Book Week
Book Week was celebrated remotely at CGSC this month with lots of fun. We
launched our Book Week Libguide promoting the 2021 CBCA winners along with
some great activities students can enjoy from home. Don’t forget you can keep
reading with our eBooks and audiobooks available from the catalogue. We are
always adding to this collection, so we are very sure you will find something to
enjoy!
Lunchtime Book Club continues in remote learning weekly on Teams, please email
Catherine if you would like to join at cbk@cgsc.vic.edu.au. Everyone is welcome!
And lastly congratulations to Lottie Adrians and Ms Johns who are the winners of
our Guess the Bookshelf game!
Shani, Catherine and Angela
The Libarary Team
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English Week and Book Week Dress up
As part of English and Book Week, a number of teachers dressed up as characters
from various books.
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Food and Technology @home
All Food and Technology students from Years 7-12 have been working extremely
hard in lockdown. The students have not let the stay-at-home directions affect what
they would normally produce at school. All students have been eager participants
in all practical activities and challenging situations.
Year 12 VCE Food Studies
The Year 12 Food Studies class
have worked SO hard this year and
especially this term to produce
their final practical SACs at home.
They deserve a HUGE SHOUT OUT
for all the fabulous work done in
the one week at school, next week
at home routine. We have just
completed our last practical SAC
for Unit 4 and for the year. The
students had to compare a home-made Dahl with a commercial brand and then
complete a record of production on the dish. Areas of discussion included whether
this dish meets the Australian Dietary Guidelines no 2 and 3, what parts were not
represented, and why is it important to include the missing food groups in a wellbalanced diet. We looked at nutritional deficiencies and consequences from doing
so.
Congratulations on such a great term’s work under difficult conditions. We are so
proud of you all!
Fiona Skerrett
VCE Year 12 Food Studies Teacher

music upbeat
Music lessons continue in remote learning
With lockdown being extended students have more of an opportunity to play their
instruments and extend their skills. In addition to regular practice and attendance
to online lessons, I encourage all to listen to a range of styles, listen to an album
from beginning to end, watch an Opera or learn how to improvise. Music makes
everything better.
Online choir rehearsals? Are you serious?
Since March 2020, Cantabella has adapted to the strange world of online
rehearsing. Thanks to continuing improvements in technology, the dedication and
support of the Music department, and the ongoing enthusiasm that the students
bring to this endeavour, Cantabella has continued to strive towards our goals of
achieving excellence, learning more about singing together and developing our
community of singers. And the results will amaze you.
So, how do we do this? Firstly, the students make the effort to be there. They log in,
get their music sorted, and off we go. Sounds simple, but behind that is a strong
desire by the students to keep making Cantabella an important part of their week.
We also work together as a team, with our amazing accompanist Eve Jozsa, to
learn the notes so when we can meet again in person, we are just “fine tuning”
ourselves in preparation for performances. We share stories, analyse our music,
have a laugh, applaud each other, ask questions and generally do exactly what we
would do in person.
Recently, we watched a video of our performance in the Victorian Schools Music
Festival in 2019, where we achieved a Gold Shield. I asked the students who were
involved to comment on what they saw/heard. This is what they said:
» Really fun, forgot how good it feels to perform
» Boy, do we look young!
» Liked listening to all the beautiful harmonies
» Breath control in one song, how long it took to gain that control for the
performance
» Super cool high notes, tricky moving quickly from high to low singing
And from someone who is new to Cantabella:
» Sounded really pretty, the choir sounds so good together
I also asked the students about life as a member of Cantabella – here are some of
the responses:
Why did you choose to be a member of Cantabella?
» Enjoyed singing and choirs, wanted to be in a group that took singing seriously
and strives for a certain level of professionalism
» To improve singing skills, and join a group of dedicated singers
» Gain experience as a singer, and to continue that work at home, it’s pretty full
on for a school choir
» Break up schoolwork, rehearsing with the choir after school helps to be more
motivated to go do homework
» Has choir experience and wanted to do something more serious
» Wanted to perform with a bigger, better choir
What do you enjoy the most?
» Singing with friends, the feeling of community created by the group, and the
uplifting environment we have in rehearsals
» Working on challenging music
» Chance to improve singing skills, and perform
» Singing all the cool harmonies
» Performing at a high level
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What makes you groan?
» Juggling the schedule – school, work, Cantabella!
» Tired after school, sometimes hard to concentrate
» Too challenging sometimes, but then putting in the effort makes it more
rewarding
What to say to people considering Cantabella membership?
» It’s fun, you do need to work and be dedicated, but then you have noticeable
results, musicality improves
» Fun, but you need to be committed
» Good program, you must be organised
Thanks to Annabel, Cedar, Neve, Mia, Emmanuelle, Jess, Lucy, Erina, Adele,
Grace, Claire and Elizabeth for their comments and reactions, to all the Cantabella
members who have made Tuesday afternoons a highlight of my week, to Eve Jozsa
for being the BEST collaborator, Michael Sword for championing this ensemble,
the music department for being all-round awesome and the community of
Canterbury GSC – we can’t wait to show you what we have been working on at the
next performance.
Sharon Batterham
Cantabella Director
‘Music Week’, Week 8
This week is Music Week. This year, we have conducted this online with daily
playlists, a top 40 survey and a kahoot music trivia quiz. Thanks to Karmen Drezins
for all her work this week.
Michael Sword
Head of Music

the parents’
association
Hi everyone,
I hope you are all doing okay as we remain in lockdown.
The lockdown continues to hinder the ability of the PA to meet. We are still
planning on being active once we are able to, so watch this space!
Stay safe and keep well. We look forward to seeing you when we can!!
Toni Gross
The Parents’ Association President
P.S. If you would like to support the PA, but cannot donate your time or efforts, you can
contribute via the PA levy. If you do not want to contribute the full amount of $50, you
can nominate a different value. PA funds help raise monies for resources that are not
funded by the Government (i.e. language assistants, food tech ovens, dishwashers etc.)
and every little bit helps!

Diary dates
Next monthly meeting
Date:		
Time:		
Venue:		

TBA
7.00pm
Please meet at the main entrance

Office bearers
President:
Vice-Presidents:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Toni Gross
Natalie Taylor, Penny Ison
Nicola Rowling
Steve Elsbury
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School Working Bees

Working Bee dates for 2021

Working Bees give every family the opportunity to assist in the improvement of the
school grounds and buildings for our students. We hope that all parents and carers
will take their turn because all our children benefit from the result and there are
tasks to suit all levels of skill.

TBC

Yes, I/We would be pleased to help at a working bee.
I/We have special skills in:

_____________________________________

Name(s):			_____________________________________
Telephone (AH): 		

_____________________________________

Mobile: 				_____________________________________
Address: 			_____________________________________
Postcode:			_____________________________________
Daughter’s name: 		

_____________________________________

Form: 				_____________________________________

I/We are unable to help at working bees this year, but would like to make a donation
of $50.00 to assist in buildings and grounds maintenance.
Student Name: 			

____________________________________

Working Bee Donation / Amount: $50.00. Please charge my Visa/Mastercard.
Card Number: 			

_____________________________________

Card Expiry:			_____________________________________
		
Card Holder’s Name:		
_____________________________________
Signature:			_____________________________________
(Please Note: Unsigned Credit Card payments cannot be accepted)

Please return to the school office

Working bee #2
8:45am - 12.00pm
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Uniform Shop
All profit from the Uniform Shop goes back into the school for the benefit of the
school community.
The Uniform Shop is open on Tuesdays from 8:30am to 3:30pm. There are no
appointments for Term 3. We encourage students to visit the Uniform Shop during
recess and lunch times.
Address
19A Wentworth Avenue, Canterbury 3126
Phone
03 9831 8661
Email
uniform@cgsc.vic.edu.au
Online Ordering
https://myschoolconnect.com.au/cgscuniform
Card only, sorry no cash or cheques.

Elena Mantelos
Uniform Shop Manager

Prayer Meetings
Christian Prayer Meetings
Please join us in our Monthly prayer meetings to pray for CGSC. We come under the
banner of “Prayer Groups for Schools Victoria”.
www.prayergroupsforschools.net
Meeting dates for 2021:
Term 3: Wednesday 15 September
Term 4: Wednesday 17 November
Times: 7:30-8pm
If you are interested in coming, please contact Trish via email:
trishcollis73@gmail.com

