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Welcome back to Term 3. | hope all members of our Canterbury Girls’ Secondary Term 3
College community enjoyed a restful and well-deserved break and are feeling 28 July Year 7 and 10 Vaccinations
refreshed for another exciting term of learning, growth, and opportunity. 29 July Year 9 & 10 VCE Subject
Information Session - Parents
The beginning of a new term is always a chance to reflect on how far we have come & Carers Welcome
while looking ahead to the possibilities that lie before us. Already, our classrooms 29-31 July Year 8 Phillip Island Camp
are once again filled with curiosity, enthusiasm and purpose as students embrace 3 August VCE Subject Information
new challenges and continue striving towards their personal best. Afternoon
SEAL 2 to SEAL 3 Information
One of the highlights this term has been celebrating the outstanding achievements Session 5.30-6.15pm
of our Year 7 and Year 9 students in the 2026 NAPLAN assessments. Congratulations 7 August Canterbury Cabaret Night
to all students for the commitment, perseverance, and effort they demonstrated 13 August Parent Teacher Interviews
throughout the assessment process. - Students Not Required at
School
| would also like to extend special congratulations to those students who have 19 August - 21 Year 9 Summit Camp
been awarded a 2026 NAPLAN Certificate of Achievement in recognition of their August
exceptional performance. These certificates are presented to students in Year 9 who
have either attained the Exceeding proficiency level in Reading and/or Numeracy,
or who have demonstrated significant growth and an increase in proficiency levels
between Year 7 and Year 9. Please see page three for a list of the names of these
students.
These achievements reflect dedication to learning, perseverance and a commitment CONNECT WITH US

to achieving personal excellence. At Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College, we believe
in celebrating outstanding results while recognising that success is built through
consistent effort, resilience, and determination. We are incredibly proud of every

student who challenged themselves to do their best and congratulate all recipients @
on this well-deserved recognition.

At our first General Assembly for the term, | spoke with students about leadership.
As many students begin thinking about leadership opportunities for 2027, |
encouraged them to consider two simple but powerful questions:

Many students travel to school by public
transport.

From 1 January, young people aged 5-17
(inclusive) have been able to travel for
free on Victorian public transport with a
Youth myki. They need to carry it when
they travel and must tap on and off. No
concession identification needs to be
shown when travelling with a Youth myki.

What can | contribute during my time at Canterbury Girls" Secondary College, and
what kind of legacy do | want to leave behind?

| reminded students that leadership is not defined by a badge or title. Rather,
leadership is choosing to leave people, places, and possibilities better than you found
them. Every member of our community has the capacity to lead through kindness,
initiative, courage, and service to others. It begins with everyday actions that

strengthen our community and create opportunities for those around us. Many students will turn 18 while still

in Year 12 and no longer be eligible for

a Youth myki. These students can still
access concession fares by using a Child
myki but will need to carry proof of
concession identification while travelling
(as has previously been the norm for
students aged 17 and 18). Having the PTV
logo on Student ID cards counts as an
eligible form of concession identification.

This assembly also marked the beginning of a new Canterbury Girls’ tradition that |
am incredibly excited to introduce.

Whenever | address our students, | try to leave them with an idea that might
challenge, encourage, or inspire them. Last term, a Year 7 student contacted me
because she wanted to share a message with our college community. She had
reflected on her experiences as a new student and believed she had something
important to say. Her confidence to reach out reminded me that wisdom, insight, and
inspiration are not limited by age or year level.

Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which our school stands.
We pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, and we recognise, acknowledge and respect the history, culture,
diversity and value of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands people.
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As a result, every General Assembly will now include a student guest speaker.
Students from a selected year level will be invited to express their interest in
presenting a short speech on a theme chosen for that assembly.

This initiative is another important way we are strengthening authentic student
voice at Canterbury Girls’. We want our students to know that their ideas matter,
their experiences have value and their voices deserve to be heard. Sometimes the
words of another student resonate in ways that adults simply cannot, and | know we
have remarkable young people within our college whose stories will inspire others.

It was therefore my immense pleasure to introduce our very first student speaker,
Claudia Tran, who can proudly say she has begun what | hope becomes a long-
standing Canterbury Girls tradition. Claudia’s presentation was inspirational,
moving and engaging.

| am delighted to share Claudia’s speech with you below.
Kind Regards,

Julia Niamh
Principal

Hi, I'm Claudia.

You probably didn't expect me to be up here presenting. Well... | didn't either. Today,
I'll be discussing a rather strange topic: lasagna. I'm guessing everyone here
knows what lasagna is. That delicious Italian dish that somehow gets better with
every slice. You're probably wondering why I'm talking about how yummy lasagna
is in the middle of an assembly speech. Well, | have a theory. People are like
lasagnas. Every one of us has layers, and no two lasagnas are the same. Each layer
has its own individuality. It's what makes us unique. Some top layers are confident.
Others might seem shy, outgoing, or funny. Underneath those first layers are our
strengths, our flaws, our dreams, the fears no one sees, our struggles, and even
the parts of ourselves we're still discovering. It's those unique layers that make us
who we are.

But here’s the important part. When you look at a lasagna, you only see the top
layer. You don’t immediately see everything underneath. People are exactly the
same. We often only see someone’s first layer. We don’t always know what'’s
happening beneath the surface. Maybe they're dealing with family problems. Maybe
they're stressed about exams. Maybe they're having a completely normal day. Or
maybe they're simply having one of the worst days they've had in a long time. The
truth is every single person sitting here has layers that the rest of us can’t see.
Whether you're about to graduate or you've only just started your first year, every
one of us has experienced challenges that other people know nothing about.

And because we can’t see those hidden layers, we shouldn’'t assume we know
someone’s whole story after seeing just the first one. My message to you is to

be slower to judge, more understanding and quicker to wonder what might be
underneath. Because every comment we make, every joke we tell, every act of
kindness - or unkindness - has the potential to impact someone else’s day.

Sometimes, the greatest act of kindness is simply remembering that there are
layers you'll never get to see. So, all I'm asking is this: The next time you meet
someone, remember that you've only seen the top layer of their lasagna. The rest
of their story is still underneath. So don’'t assume you've seen the whole lasagna.
Because there’s always more to someone’s story that we can’t see and that, is the
joy of finding the most delicious layer of a person.

Claudia Tran
Year 7



NAPLAN Year 9 Achievement Awards

Congratulations to our Year 9 students who achieved outstanding results in the
2026 NAPLAN assessments.

Student Level Curriculum

Judy Al Haj Kasem Exceeding standard Reading

Emily Banks High Growth Numeracy

Charlotte Barry High Growth Reading

Jessica Biddle High Growth Numeracy

Mia Cakebread Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Katelyn Chan Exceeding standard Numeracy

Inez cheng Exceeding standard Numeracy

Eunsu Choi Exceeding standard Numeracy

Georgia Conway

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Hannah Crowe

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Arianna Dunston Exceeding standard Reading

Heidi Else Exceeding standard Reading

Laura Evans Exceeding standard Reading

Madeleine Fung Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Chenxi Ge Exceeding standard Numeracy

Audrey Giblett Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Zoe Gladman Exceeding standard Reading

Ella Henry Exceeding standard Reading

Chiara Herrington Exceeding standard Numeracy

Sophie Ho Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Lily Iles Exceeding standard Reading

Sana Issarasena Na Ayud- | Exceeding standard Numeracy

haya

Yasmin lzadi

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Hanna Jaffar

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Sophie Kryvasheyeva

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Grace Langdon

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Ann Marie Lee

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Caitlyn Li Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Olivia Liu Exceeding standard Reading

Georgia MacQueen High Growth Numeracy

Tiana Malik Exceeding standard Reading

Anjyelika Marjanguli Exceeding standard Reading

Olivia May Exceeding standard Reading

Annie Miao Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy

Reyhane Moeini

Exceeding standard

Numeracy

Canterbury Girls

SECONDARY COLLEGE



Sienna Mulheron

Exceeding standard

Numeracy

Alexis 0’Keefe

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Keona Padia

Exceeding standard

Reading

Aleksandra Perederienko | Exceeding standard Numeracy
Sokolov

Arya Prabhu Exceeding standard Reading
Evie Sfelagis Exceeding standard Reading

Imogen Shea Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Siu (Bella) Sun Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Ivy Symons Exceeding standard Numeracy

Amna Tahir Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Eve Teese Exceeding standard Reading

Charlotte Thang Exceeding standard Reading

Zara Tota Exceeding standard Reading

Amaliana Wan Exceeding standard Reading

Abigail Wang

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Hannah Wang

Exceeding standard

Reading

Yi Fei (Annie) Wang

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Jun Wen

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Sarah Whitehead

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Indi Willersdorf

Exceeding standard

Reading & Numeracy

Emily Wong Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Nuoyi (Noree) Xu Exceeding standard Reading

Olinda Yang Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Shuchun Yang Exceeding standard Numeracy

Isabella Yi Exceeding standard Reading & Numeracy
Ella Zhang Exceeding standard Numeracy

Canterbury Girls

SECONDARY COLLEGE
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Assistant Principal’s Report
Maintenance Works During Term 2 School Holidays

We use each term holidays to catch up on a range of jobs across the school. The
following is a list of jobs carried out in the Term 2 holidays.

General Maintenance Completed by CGSC Team

e Cleaned all kitchenettes (including common room fridge and sink]

e Prepared whiteboards (Clean and wipe) in preparation for Term 3

e Audited whiteboard erasers and changed over old or used erasers with new
erasers

All air purifiers were serviced and cleaned (Hepa Vacuum)

Cleaned tables

Removed any rubbish from classrooms

Set up classrooms ready for the first day, with chairs and tables re-set
Cleaning of mechanical fans in B Block

B Block Toilets - Replacement of two cisterns, and reset all toilet seats

Cleaning done by TradeFlex (DoE Approved Cleaning Contractor)
¢ Holiday and term cleaning focused on classrooms and hard floors.
Storerooms

e General tidy-up of storerooms - Vacuumed and removed rubbish

Painting

e A Block classroom walls — A3, A4, A5, A9, A10

e PAC Foyer - Black doors in foyer / walls in Natural White
e Walkway - A Block to B Block

e First Aid Storeroom near the General Office

Original First Aid Office
Works by Contractors
Elevator Works - Completion of construction work for the passenger lift

e Anaphylaxis pigeonholes - Moved to the First Aid storeroom near the General
Office

e Height Safety Certification - Anchor and ladder point rectifications.

e B22 Technology Room - Replacement of broken safety guards on the scroll
saws.

e Screen Upgrades - Trial of new screens in A Block to communicate daily
messages and the time.

e Automated Windows - The first floor of B Block has had an automated window
winder put in for easy opening and closing.

Jim Ouliaris
Assistant Principal
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Teaching and Learning
Australian Geography Competition

Geography students from Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College tested their
geographical skills and knowledge against students from all around Australia in
the 2026 Australian Geography Competition. A total of 166 students entered the
competition.

We have a number of student geographers at our school who performed to a
very high standard in the Competition this year with 10 High Distinctions, 12

Distinctions and 15 Credits.

The Competition aims to encourage student interest in Geography and to reward
student excellence.

Geography is such an important subject because it develops in students a holistic
understanding of the world around them and their place in it.

Congratulations to all those who participated, well done!

Tammy Odontiadis
Senior Geography teacher




the parents’ ‘

association

Dear parents and carers,

X:CGSC Parents’ Association Trivia Night & Silent Auction Fundraiser &*

We're excited to invite parents, friends, carers and staff to the CGSC Trivia Night
and Silent Auction Fundraiser - one of the Parents’ Association’s major community
events for the year.

Key details
== Date: Saturday 22 August - 6:30pm start
This is a new date.
® | ocation: McMillan Hall, CGSC
@ Tickets: $35 per person (tables of 10 or individual tickets)

Come along for a relaxed and social evening filled with trivia, laughter and a bit of
friendly competition.

Bring your own food and drinks and enjoy a great night out while helping us raise
funds for a recording studio in the old boiler room.

Whether you join with a full table or book individually, it's a great way to connect
with other people in the school community.

Don’t worry if you're not part of a table of 10, you'll be assigned to a team by the
event organisers.

What to expect

e Trivia rounds and interactive games

e Silent auction and fundraising activities
e Prizes for winning teams

Important notes

This is an 18+ event - Parents/carers, friends and staff are all welcome.
BYO food and beverages (alcohol permitted)

Please enjoy alcohol responsibly

Call to action

Book early to secure your table!
Tickets $35, available via TryBooking.
https://www.trybooking.com/DNCSP

N:CGSC Silent Auction Fundraiser n*

Key Details

Commences: Thursday 6 August

Closes: During the Trivia Night, on the 22nd of August

The link will be provided in a Compass Post, and will be included in the next PA
newsletter entry.

Support the school by bidding on some of these amazing items in our Silent
Auction:

e Dining passes

e Escape room passes

e Eyecare vouchers

e Fitness passes

e Jewellery vouchers

e Movie passes

e Photography vouchers
e Pilates vouchers

e Self-care passes

e And many more

Canterbury Girls

SECONDARY COLLEGE

Diary dates

Next monthly meeting
Date: Tuesday 18 August
Time: 7.00pm

Venue: Conference Room

2026 Office bearers

President: Samantha Whitehead

Vice Presidents: Mel Burrowes and Elisa Varyiamis
Treasurers: Cathy Eastwood and Maryanne Galea
Secretary: Carolyn Camm

Contact: PA@cgsc.vic.edu.au
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Thank you to the following businesses who have generously donated items:

Kind regards

Allidocious, Canterbury

Canterbury Eyecare

CorePlus, Balwyn

Dawson Eatery and Bar, Kew

Di Francesco Cuicina, Deepdene

Ebony M, Canterbury

Fernwood, Camberwell

Gloria’'s Wine Bar, Camberwell

iMax, Carlton

La Perla Bar and Restaurant, Camberwell
Melbourne Museum, Carlton

Monique Ryan

Reflections Jewlerry, Canterbury

Rush Escape Rooms, Hawthorn

Simply Brows and Lashes, Camberwell
Tilnak Fine Art Portraits, Abbotsford
Verve Portraits, Richmond
Westminster Home Canterbury

YMCA, Hawthorn

Samantha Whitehead
Parents’ Association President
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the archives

French Language Assistant’s Report, 1987

FRENCH ASSISTANT.
My two year old contract as a French assistant is
ending this year . . . but this does not mean my

wonderful stay in Australia is coming to an end too. It is
probably the beginning! I was lucky enough to be born
of an Australian mother and a French father, (but lived
all my life in France) which means I can stay in
Australia for as long as I want to and I have decided to
settle in Australia!

Yet I’m sure I will, at times, feel a kind of nostalgia of
the good old times as an assistant: no more exciting trips
to get to my three schools, Canterbury Girls,
MacRobertson Girls, and Camberwell High, travelling
by train, tram, on foot, or with my old red smokey car
through rain, hail and scorching heat; no more
juggling with different timetables, tram lines, bell
times, names, school houses and rules, no more small
intimate conversation groups of eight, four or even two,
where students feel free to speak and be creative using
the tools of a foreign language.

I have listened to the most amazing statements: thirteen
year old girls who have six sons or a husband, some get
fifty yvears older or ten years younger while others eat
cats or think that beef is a delicious vegetable!!! But I've
also taken part in the conversations of an excellent level
with Senior students where issues such as ““women in
society’’, “‘the future of the world>’ and ‘‘arts’’ were
raised.

During my two years in Melbourne I have worked in six
different high schools and now have a good idea of
education in Australia. It struck me as being much more
relaxed: relationships between teachers and students are
much less formal than in France, staff members are
usually open and friendly. More over, school are not just
a place of learning but have a social/human life of their
own — there is a lot of emphasis on developing one’s
personality to it’s full potential, therefore subjects like
art, sport, drama, human development, and all the
social activities are as important as Maths, or English,
which isn’t the case in France. Drama, for example, is
not on the curriculum and you cannot learn an
instrument at school. To me, schools’ in Australia seem
to be almost a “‘second home’’. Teachers stay at school
all day whereas in France they leave once they finish
teaching and prepare their lessons at home. Australian
teachers are also very caring and dedicated almost to the
point of being ““motherly”’. When I see how happy and
balanced the students are in general I can’t help thinking
there must be something very right about Australian
Education, something French educators should perhaps
draw inspiration from.

Mlle Anne-Mary Bodin. The Mangarrian, 1987








