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House Dance Drama
Last night was the first evening performance of House Dance Drama. It was 
certainly exciting to see so many parents and families in attendance along with 
former students who returned to cheer on their Houses. The second performance 
is this evening while on Friday is Adjudication Day. The House Captains have done 
a wonderful job of organising the students in the House, writing scripts, planning 
costumes, finalising choreography and developing a cohesiveness and enjoyment 
among the students. They are to be commended for their work. They have been 
well supported by the House Liaison teachers. Putting on such performances is a 
large team effort with staff and students back stage undertaking lighting and tech 
roles, the front of house students assisting audience members, the staff assisting in 
supervision and other roles, the student leadership teams running the refreshment 
stalls, the students who designed the program, the posters and the advertising 
boards, the Office staff who assisted with many aspects of the organisation, all 
the students who are involved and of course the families who attend as audience 
members to acknowledge the student work. These events are important in 
consolidating and connecting the school community. Thank you to everyone who has 
been involved.

The Parents’ Association is holding a raffle each evening. Please buy a ticket. As well, 
please support the students’ stall where you can buy refreshments. The funds raised 
will go to supporting a charity chosen by the students.

Victorian State School Spectacular 2025
The 2025 Victorian State Schools Spectacular was held at John Cain Arena on 
Saturday 13 September 2025. Students performed on stage or gained hands-on 
experience behind the scenes across all creative disciplines, under the guidance of 
industry professionals. The show provides a rare experience to perform in a world-
class arena and for a television broadcast. Congratulations to the students who were 
involved – Georgia Woods (cello), Wenda Hu (Victorian State Schools Choir), and Asha 
Hunter and Stella Subocz (Stage management).

Registrations for the 2026 State School Spectacular will open in October. 

Enrolments and exits
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College is now accepting applications for enrolments 
into Years 8 to 12 for 2026. If you know of someone who is interested in enrolling their 
daughter, please ask them to download and complete an application form available 
on the website. Any questions can be referred to Georgina Padula (Years 8 and 9) or 
Jim Ouliaris (Years 10-12).

If you know that your child is leaving at the end of this year, please let the relevant 
level co-ordinator know so that we are able to offer the enrolment to another 
student.

As this is the last newsletter for the term, I wish everyone a relaxing and enjoyable 
break.

Dr Mary Cannon
Principal

18 September 2025

Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which our school stands. 
We pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, and we recognise, acknowledge and respect the history, culture, 
diversity and value of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands people.

Many students travel by public 
transport. It is important that 
students have valid myki cards when 
travelling on trains and buses. We 
have received information from 
the Department of Transport and 
Planning about a new app that 
enables an instant top up of the myki 
card balance.

You do not have to register an 
account in order to use the top up 
feature.

However, they strongly recommend 
that you do register your myki so you 
can protect your balance and take 
advantage of other PTV App features 
such as auto top up or managing 
multiple cards. 

CONNECT WITH US

Term 3	
17 and 18 
September

19 September

House Dance Drama Evening 
performances

House Dance Drama 
Adjudication
Last Day Term 3

The School Council AGM will be held 
Tuesday 26 September at 7.15pm at the 
school.

https://www.instagram.com/cgsc_melbourne/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9764246/admin/feed/posts/
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Exam season is upon us
The Unit 3 and 4 exams are almost upon us. The Performance and Language 
Oral exams begin in the week of 6 October, at the start of Term 4, and continue 
through top the written exams beginning with English on  28 October.

Mid way through Term 4 our Year 11, 10 and 9 students will complete a range of 
subject exams. 

This is a very stressful time, and it is important that students understand that 
they need to be quite and respectful when walking in and around the Hall, the 
Performing Arts Space and the Canteen area. Your support in highlighting this to 
students would be much appreciated by students, who are undertaking exams. 

Devices such as mobile phones, tablets or computers must not be brought into 
the examination room under any circumstances. This is a VCAA regulation, and 
they run the risk of it being confiscated. Make our students have the appropriate 
writing equipment, pens, pencils, rulers, erasers.  Students are reminded that 
during reading time, no writing or marking of the exam paper is permitted. 

The following link identifies the date and time of each exam:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/Key-dates/Pages/VCE-
exam-timetable.aspx

The following link identifies the VCAA rules for the conduct of VCE external 
assessments:
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/Pages/
ExaminationRules.aspx

It is also a requirement at Canterbury Girls’ that students are not permitted to 
leave the examination room early. They must stay until the exam time is over. 

It is important that students check the starting time of each examination and 
arrive at least 30 minutes prior to their exam. This is good preparation for their 
VCE Unit 3 and 4 exams.

Studying efficiently requires you to organise your time and resources. The 
following are general guidelines you can discuss with our students to help 
prepare them for exams.

We have many experienced teachers, who will be conducting practice 
examinations throughout Term 4 during class time. Teachers will advise 
students when these are to take place. 

Preparation - Begin studying early 

•	 You can start thinking about the exam from the beginning of the course by 
keeping your ears open for hints and tips.

•	 Revise your notes after each class so you have a clear and complete set to 
study from.

•	 Start revising more about four weeks before your exams.
•	 Don’t cram the night before—it’s ineffective, because you’re taking in so 

much information at once that it’s impossible to memorise it all.

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/key-dates/vce-examination-timetable
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/administration/key-dates/vce-examination-timetable
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce/examination-rules
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce/examination-rules
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You’ll hardly retain anything and will be tired and stressed when the time comes 
to actually sit the exam.

Organise your time 

•	 Fill out a weekly study planner (there is useful one in the College planner on 
pages 22 and 23) and use it to organise your time. Cross out the hours when 
you can’t study because of other commitments (e.g. sport or work). Then plan 
one-hour time slots to use for exam revision.

•	 Make use of short study times. Fifteen minutes can be ideal for revising notes 
or looking through note cards. Use time spent on public transport to review 
your course materials.

•	 Don’t study for longer than 50 minutes without a break. It’s better to study for 
short intense periods with sustained concentration than long blocks of time 
when you are tired and not working effectively.

•	 Work out when you can study most effectively. Are you more alert in the 
morning or evening? When in your day can you find quiet time and space? 
Schedule study times that suit your personal rhythms.

•	 Don’t study when you’re really tired. It’s better to get a solid night’s sleep after 
a short study period, than to push on until 2am. You won’t remember much 
and will be less effective the next day.    

Organise your subject material
•	 Gather the materials for each subject. Make sure you have a complete set of 

notes and copies of any handouts or assessments. 
 
Rewrite your notes
•	 Rewriting your notes helps you to remember them. Don’t just copy out your 

original notes—you’ll end up simply memorizing the exact wording instead 
of the actual concepts. The key is to read, think about and paraphrase the 
contents of your notes by re-writing them in your own words.

•	 When you finish studying a section of notes, ask yourself questions relating 
to the material to see if you remembered what you just read. It can help 
to answer your questions out loud as if you were trying to explain them to 
someone else.

Sort out what you don’t understand
•	 Clarify the meaning of any words or concepts you don’t understand before 

trying to study them. If you are not clear about what information means, 
memorising it won’t help. 

•	 Prioritise the hardest subjects first in each study session. Allocate more time 
to studying the subjects you find most difficult.  

Study hard BUT set limits
•	 Set study periods. Don’t study for longer than 50 minutes without taking a 

break. It is better to study for a short intense period of time with sustained 
concentration than long periods of time when you are tired and not engaging 
well with the material

•	 ‘Chunk’ information. Don’t try to study the entire subject in one sitting. Divide 
the subject up into units or topics and aim to study a small section.

 
Set study goals 
•	 Set study goals for each session to help you keep track of what you are 

revising, such as ‘I will read through and summarise chapters 3 and 4’ or ‘I 
will work through five equations.’

Study to suit your learning style
•	 Explore different ways to help you remember key facts and to increase your 
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understanding of the main concepts. For example, if you’re a visual learner, 
diagrams and pictures can help you remember. Auditory learners should make 
their own recordings of notes that they can listen to later. If you are a physical 
person explain key ideas aloud to yourself while moving around. 
 
Form a study group 
•	 Form a study group with other students. Swap practice exams and give 

feedback. Drill each other on study topics.
 
Review past exam papers 
•	 Review any previous exam papers for your subject. Past papers for most 

VCE subjects can be found on Moodle. 
•	 Look at the wording of the questions and familiarise yourself with the key 

action words. Practice doing the papers under exam conditions and carefully 
review your answers.   

Jim Ouliaris
Assistant Principal

Careers

Year 10 Work Experience Reminder

With Term 3 under way, it is very important that all Year 10 students organise 
their work experience placements. Work experience takes place from 8-12 
December. If you have lost the form, let me know and I will send another one, 
or give you a hard copy. Year 10s should be contacting businesses by phone or 
email, talking to family and friends and checking these links. 

Remember, all Year 10 students do work experience.

If parents are able to assist with placements at your place of work, we would love 
to hear from you.

Any questions, please contact David Cameron dca@cgsc.vic.edu.au

IELLEN WEX 2025 - Google Sheets
School to Work Home 

David Cameron
Careers and Pathways Co-ordinator

Sport Report

Year 7 Girls Soccer team heads to the Victorian Championships
On Wednesday 4 September, the Year 7 Girls Soccer Team went to the Victorian 
Championships held at Darebin Sports Centre. The team had been enthusiastic 
in the lead up to the day, training multiple times each week to prepare for the 
challenge.

The first game was against Lavalla Catholic College. The team started shakily 
and conceded an early goal. They began to settle into the match and created 
chances, but it was too little too late, finishing in a narrow 2-1 loss.
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In the second game, the girls faced Keilor Downs College. Despite 
their efforts, Keilor’s attacking strength proved to much, and the 
match ended in a 4-1 defeat.

By the third game, against McKinnon Secondary College, the team 
had begun to find their rhythm. They looked composed and in control, 
comfortably holding off their opposition. The game ended in a 0-0 
draw. McKinnon had run through both Keilor and Lavalla, which 
showed just how much the squad had improved throughout the day.
The students left in good spirits, already talking about next year’s 
soccer season. A special thanks goes to our Year 9 students, Alezia 
Chrisfeld and Eva Turton, for their excellent coaching and support of 
the team.

Stefan Majewski
Physical Education Teacher



music upbeat 
News from the Music Department

Music Night  Thursday 9 October, 7pm.  Camberwell Grammar – Tickets on Sale!
Our biggest event of the year, Music Night, is fast approaching and will take place in 
the first week of Term 4.  The event will be visible to all involved on Compass events.  
A tech rehearsal will also take place on  the day of the concert at the venue.  Tickets 
are on sale now through Trybooking. 
https://www.trybooking.com/DFCEW   Seating is allocated.  

Super Soirée –  28 August 
The Term 3 “Super” Soirée was a celebration of musical talent giving students the 
opportunity to perform in small chamber groups and as a soloists.  Performances 
included a Brass ensemble, Trumpet duet, Piano solo, Violin solo, Flute ensemble, 
Clarinet ensemble, Cello ensemble and more, Congratulations to the performers and 
special thanks goes to their teachers for their support.  It is much more daunting to 
perform in such an intimate setting in contrast to a larger ensemble. 

VCE Final Recital
Music Night- Camberwell Grammar
Music Camp - Forest Edge
Canterbury Celebrates (Besen Centre)
Music Expo
Orientation Day performances

Term 4

7 October
9 October
12-14 November
2 December
4 December
10 December

Box Hill Institute Recording Session
Students from the VCE Music class had the incredible opportunity to step into 
the professional world of music production during a recording session at Box Hill 
Institute. Under the guidance of industry experts, students recorded their pieces 
in a state-of-the-art studio, gaining hands-on experience and insight into the 
recording process. It was an inspiring day that gave our young musicians a taste of 
what it’s like to work in the music industry.  The experience also gave the class an 
opportunity to record a piece of their recital repertoire and was an invaluable part of 
their preparation for next term. 

Dolce Strings at VSMF
Dolce Strings ensemble proudly represented CGSC at the Victorian School Music 
Festival (VSMF), delivering a polished and expressive performance that impressed 
adjudicators and audiences alike. Their dedication to rehearsals and ensemble 
playing truly paid off, and we’re thrilled to see their hard work recognized on such a 
prestigious platform.

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1460286
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 String Workshop with University High
Collaboration was the key at our recent String Workshop with University High 
School, where students from both schools came together to learn, rehearse, and 
perform. Students from our beginner group Vivace hosted the students from Uni 
High in the PAC where they looked at new repertoire and focused on technique and 
expression in their playing.  

It was a fantastic opportunity for students to connect with peers, share ideas, and 
grow as musicians.  We’re incredibly proud of all our music students for their 
enthusiasm, commitment, and creativity. These events not only showcase their 
musical growth but also foster community, collaboration, and confidence. We can’t 
wait to see what next term brings!
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association

Hello everyone,

What a fantastic job all the dancers, and stage crew did for the House Dance 
Drama performances. I hope that all students and families have a restorative 
break in the school holidays.

PA House Dance Drama Raffles
Thank you for to all the CGSC families and staff who provided wonderful donations 
for the PA raffle.

We also received strong support from local business. Generous donations were 
received from: Zimt Patisserie Surrey Hills, Westminster Homewares Canterbury, 
Simply Brows and Lashes Camberwell, Mont Albert Florist, Gloria’s Wine Bar 
Hawthorn East, Eureka Fine Foods Hawthorn, and Bocca Gelato Balwyn.

Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who assisted with the raffles including 
Georgina Raudon, Maryanne Galea, Mel Burrowes, Nicole Leith, Vicky Collie, and 
Wensi Li. Particular thanks also go to Vicky Collie and Mel Burrowes for being 
fellow co-leads for this fundraising activity.

 

Diary dates
Next monthly meeting 
Date: Tuesday 21 October
Time: 7.00pm
Venue: Conference Room

Office bearers           
President and Secretary: Samantha Whitehead 
Vice President: Penny Ison
Treasurers: Cathy Eastwood and Maryanne Galea
Contact: PA@cgsc.vic.edu.au

The CGSC Parents’ Association proudly presents the 2025 Parents and Carers Night Out

Date:Tuesday 14 October
Location: Gloria’s Wine Bar, 420 Burke Road, Camberwell
Time: From 7 pm
Cost: $10, includes a grazing table

Parents and carers have expressed interest in attending social activities to meet others within 
the school community.

Please join us for a Parents’ and Carer’s night out, to be held at Gloria’s Wine Bar on Tuesday  
14 October from 7pm. Hopefully an evening function is accessible to a wide range of attendees. 
We invite you to come along, meet other parents and carers, and help make this night a great 
success. We hope to see you there.

Book tickets via this link:
https://www.trybooking.com/DFHWV

mailto:PA%40cgsc.vic.edu.au%20?subject=
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1464133
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Second-hand Book Sale
The PA Second-Hand Book Sale is confirmed for 2025, with further details to 
follow.

Samantha Whitehead
Parents’ Association President and Secretary

Congratulations to all raffle prize 
winners!
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Dance and Drama, 2001

The Mangarrian, 2001





Gloria’s
 WINE BAR

PA CGSC Presents  
Parents & Carers Night Out!

14 October
7pm Onwards

$10 per
person

Includes
Grazing Table

https://www.trybooking.com/DFHWV

Bookings Close Tues 7  of October 

th

BOOK NOW




