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Principal’s Report

Start of the year
As we continue to follow the Department of Education and Training COVID 
guidelines, it is very pleasing to see some of our usual activities return this year. 
Currently, the Year 7 students are on camp, enjoying three days in Warburton. 
Whereas in previous years, the camp has been split into two groups, this year we 
have been able to take all Year 7 students at the one time. It is a great way for 
students to get to know their teachers and their peers through involvement in a 
range of activities.

We are also able to hold the Year 11 and Year 12 formals this term. The Year 12 
students did not have a formal last year and it is very pleasing that they can now 
participate in a formal. With the announcement that dancing at venues can resume, 
it means that the students will have an opportunity to participate fully in this event.

I am very grateful to parents, guardians and students for the way they have 
managed the COVID requirements and have supported the school to ensure that it 
is safe learning environment.

House events
House swimming sports
The House swimming sports are being held on 28 February at the Boroondara 
Sports Complex in Belmore Rd, Balwyn. Unfortunately, parents and guardians 
are not able to attend this year. Please encourage all students to be involved. 
Involvement in events will contribute to House stripes to be awarded at the end of 
the year.

House Chorals
The other major House event this year is House Chorals. Auditions and rehearsals 
have already begun. Again, please encourage all students to become involved. It is 
a great way to meet students from all year levels and involvement will contribute to 
the House stripe. We are waiting to see whether we will be able to hold the evening 
performances.

Dr Mary Cannon
Principal

17 February 2022

Diary dates Term 1
16-18 Feb Year 7 Orientation Camp 
24 Feb Year 12 Formal, Leonda by the River
26 Feb Working  Bee, 8.45am to 12.00pm
28 Feb Swimming Carnival at Balwyn Aquatic Centre
4 Mar SRC Free Dress Day
4 Mar Year 11 Formal, Manningham Centre
11 Mar International Women’s Day Breakfast, 7.30am 
14 Mar Labor Day Public Holiday
15-18 Mar Duke of Edinburgh Camp 
28 Mar Consent Webinar for Parents and Guardians
6-8 April House Chorals 
8 April Last Day of Term, 2.30pm Finish

Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which our school stands. 
We pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, and we recognise, acknowledge and respect the history, culture, 
diversity and value of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands people.
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Assistant Principal’s Report

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students,
We are a few weeks into the term and I wanted to give you an update of the work 
that was undertaken in the summer holidays in preparation for the 2022 school 
year.

We used the term break to undertake a number of maintenance items. Please see 
the list below regarding what inspections and maintenance was carried out prior to 
school beginning:

 • All ovens in B Block were cleaned in preparation for 2022
 • All knives in B Block kitchens were sharpened in preparation for 2022
 • All roof gutters were high pressure cleaned and flushed for large rain events
 • All underground drains were high pressure flushed and cleaned to avoid any 

blockages or flooding for large rain events
 • All air-conditioners were serviced throughout the school
 • Annual servicing of all gas heaters 
 • Tiger Turf maintenance
 • Height Safety Certification for all our anchor points across the school
 • Inspection on all door locks across the school
 • Annual tree audit (with tree works to be carried out in the Term 1 holidays)

Painting was undertaken in the following spaces:
 • Conference Room and General Office
 • Wentworth House (internal & external) including an upgrade to the Uniform 

Shop
 • Backstage in the Hall 

New carpets were installed in the following spaces:
 • Library
 • A36
 • Music Block
 • C Block Pit & Pod
 • Vinyl door replacements in most portables
 • Wentworth House

Lighting upgrades with new blue infused globes in the following spaces:
 • New Gym
 • Old Gym
 • C Block corridor
 • Music Block
 • PAC
 • A Block classrooms

Projectors were upgraded in the following spaces:
 • B24
 • B27 
 • D2 
 • B2 
 • Mezzanine 
 • Old Gym 

53 Air purifiers were unpacked and placed in classrooms and staff work spaces.

Jim Ouliaris
Assistant Principal
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Teaching and Learning News

News from the library
What a fabulous start to the year we have had in the library!
We have enjoyed welcoming everybody back and meeting the new 
Year 7s. It has been wonderful to see you in the library borrowing and 
playing games at lunch, we have missed the lovely buzz!

The library looks bright and beautiful with our new carpet and some 
displays celebrating AFLW and summer, and our two new book 
spinners are full of new reads so there are so many reasons to pop by 
and say hello! 
 
Angela, Catherine and Shani
Library Team

National Australian Geography Competition
It is that time again for your chance to be part of the Australian 
Geography Competition! This is a great opportunity to expand your 
knowledge of the world and the environments we live in, apply your 
amazing geographical skills, and be officially recognized for your achievements. It 
is also an opportunity for you to prepare for tests and exams. 

Outstanding students at each year level can 
win prizes which include books and special 
certificates. Last year, Tali Nikadie (former 
Year 8H) was one of these recipients as the 
highest achieving student in Victoria for her 
age level. 

No training is required, the questions are 
multiple choice and there is an opportunity 
to compete in Darwin and then at the 
International Olympiad 2022 in Indonesia. All 
competitions will be run during school class 
time.

The event runs through Compass, and it is $5 to enter. For further details, follow 
the link https://geographycompetition.org.au/information-for-schools/ and get in 
touch with me. 

Tammy Odontiadis 
Senior Geography Teacher

Rainbow Lab Experiment 
Year 7 students took part in a practical called the Rainbow Lab 
Experiment, during which they had to demonstrate their ability to 
measure volumes of liquid accurately using measuring cylinders and 
ensuring they looked at the meniscus of the liquids from eye level. They 
started with three different colours of liquid and as they had to add some 
of these liquids together, they produced some more different colours. 
They also had to measure their final volumes at the end and calculate 
their error percentages to check their accuracy.
 
Kathleen McLachlan
Science Teacher
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In this experiment we used different dyed liquids to make a bright and colourful 
set of test tubes. We had to transfer different amounts of colour into different test 
tubes, and at the end we checked how accurate our measurements were. Then we 
calculated the error percentage and wrote a report. It was interesting to see how 
much a colour could change by just adding a small amount of a different colour!

Isabella Teoh
Year 7
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Community Liaison News
On Friday 11 March, we will have our annual International Women’s Day breakfast. 
This year, CGSC students and staff will have the opportunity to come together for a 
light breakfast and to hear from the wonderful guest speakers who will attend. 
We would welcome any donations of either goods or vouchers that can be used as 
door prizes or in a raffle at the event, so please feel free to contact gbe@cgsc.vic.
edu.au if you feel you can help in any way.

Tickets will cost $10 via TryBooking, and bookings will open shortly, so keep an eye 
on Compass!

Gabrielle Bert
Community Liaison

From our Languages Captain
I am Chloe Egerton, and I am this year’s Languages Captain. I am extremely 
grateful and proud to have this role. One thing I have always loved is languages as 
I can speak three different ones including English, French and Dutch! One of the 
main reasons I chose CGSC is for the outstanding languages program. At CGSC, we 
are proud to offer French and Japanese. In the early years of high school, learning 
a language is mandatory and this is because there are many good reasons that 
explain the importance of it.

Research shows the many cognitive benefits of learning a second language. 
Languages such as French and Japanese foster academic and critical thinking 
skills. Language learning also helps strengthen English skills and improve 
employment prospects! Another benefit is that languages help maximise VCE 
scores because of scaling. Learning a new language can be hard but it is also 
extremely fun and enriching. Some advice I would give to students learning 
a language at CGSC is do not ever give up! It takes a lot of resilience and 
determination to learn a language. It will not be easy at times, but the results are 
extremely rewarding whether it is a test result or everyday life.

Make sure you stay tuned for language learning tips and activities to come. If you 
wish to do your own independent learning, the school library has many resources 
and there is an afterschool school extension group as well. And to all the Year 7s 
starting at CGSC, welcome and make the most of everything as the school years fly 
by! À bientôt, Chloe.

Chloe Egerton
LOTE Captain

French Extension News
We are very excited to get our “revamped” afterschool French program up and 
running and our first class will be on Tuesday 22 February from 3.10pm until 4pm 
in the STEM Centre. There will be a small admin cost to attend this class, but 
everyone is welcome! 
 
We will only be running the program on Tuesdays afterschool this term and there 
will be four classes in total for Term 1 (weeks 5, 6, 7, 8). 

Come along to increase your confidence in French! Hope to see you there! 

Gabrielle Bert
French Teacher
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Sport Report

Brilliant News: The Victorian Interschool Cycling Series (VICS) is back!
The event is open to all Victorian School students to participate in. There are 4 
rounds of a combination of Time trialling, road races and criteriums. The first this 
Sunday 20 February is hosted by Blackburn Cycling Club.  It is a requirement to 
have a racing licence to compete in this series.

For all the details for dates and rounds, follow the link https://results.auscycling.
org.au/Road/2022/VICS/.

Details for the MTB & BMX Series to be held later in the year along with School 
State Championships will be advertised in the near future

Senior House Volleyball Results

Term 1 House Sport Volleyball
(lunchtimes in the New Gym)

Intermediates (Y 9/10): Monday / Tuesday, Week 6 
Juniors (Y 7/8): Monday / Tuesday, Week 7

 

House Swimming Carnival – Monday 28 February
 Please note: Strictly enforced COVID rules mean that there will be 

NO parents/guardians/spectators at this year’s House Swimming 
Carnival. We will ensure details of the event and pictures will be   

       posted through the newsletter.

Should you have any queries, please contact me at cla@cgsc.vic.edu.au.

Corey Lawson
Sport and Sport Education Co-ordinator

 

3rd 
FLYNN

2nd
BRENNAN

4th
CATTANACH

1st 
MACDONALD

Upcoming Sporting Events
18 Feb Senior Round Robin 
 (Cricket, Softball, Tennis, Volleyball)
22 Feb Intermediate Division Round Robin
 (Cricket, Softball, Tennis, Volleyball)
24 Feb Year 8 Division Round Robin
 (Basketball, Softball, Tennis)
28 Feb House Swimming Sports 
 @ Boroondara Sports Complex
23 Mar Year 7 Division Round Robin
 (Basketball, Softball, Tennis)  

Golf:  INDIVDUAL ENTRY required
EMR dates: Thur 24 March (Eastern Golf Club)
    Mon 16 May (Eastwood Golf Club)
Students can enter themselves via the link:
https://www.golf.org.au/events#/competition/3160775/
info



music upbeat 
Term Dates
11 March    International Women’s Day    
    Breakfast, String Quartet
11 March    Progress Reports
15 March    Soiree #1, Performing Arts Centre
16 March    Year 7 Band, First Rehearsal
17 March    Vivace Strings, First Rehearsal
21 March    VCE Top Arts Music Excursion   
    Melbourne Recital Centre
6-8 April    House Chorals Festival 

2022 Calendar
The Music Department program for the year has now been finalised. The calendar 
contains information about this year’s events including concerts, workshops and 
assessments. The program is available to collect from the Music Office and is also 
attached to this newsletter.

New Enrolments into Lessons for 2022
With Term 1 commencing, enrolments into Instrumental music lessons is in full 
swing. The opportunity to enroll for Instrumental Music lessons is still available. 
Learning an instrument is a great way to try something new, discover a hidden 
talent and passion all while having fun in the Ensembles and learning valuable 
skills. There are limited availabilities with certain instruments so if you are 
interested, get in contact with Esther Gresswell egr@cgsc.vic.edu.au for more 
information. 

Dolce Strings – Rehearsal Change
The rehearsal time for Dolce Strings has now been changed to Thursdays, 3:15 to 
4:30 pm.

Soiree #1 Registration
On 15 March, the first Soiree of the year will be held in the Performing Arts Centre 
at 7pm. If you wish to partake in this, speak to your instrumental teacher to sign 
up. This soiree will also include performances from the ensembles Lore and 
Klezmer.

Michael Sword
Head of Music



the parents’ 
association

Hi everyone,

I hope you are all settling nicely into Term1. 

Due to COVID requirements, the PA met for the first time this year via Zoom on 
Tuesday night. It was lovely to see some old and new faces! We are hoping we will 
be able to meet face to face and on campus in March – for both a general meeting 
and our rescheduled AGM. Once we know what we are able to do, we will advise via 
Compass and this newsletter, so watch this space!

We can’t wait to get stuck in and hold some fundraising and social activities for you 
all to enjoy. 

Stay safe and keep well. We look forward to seeing you when we can!
 
Toni Gross
The Parents’ Association President

P.S. If you would like to support the PA, but cannot donate your time or efforts, you can 
contribute via the PA levy. If you do not want to contribute the full amount of $50, you 
can nominate a different value. PA funds help raise monies for resources that are not 
funded by the Government (i.e. language assistants, food tech ovens, dishwashers etc.) 
and every little bit helps!

Diary dates
Next monthly meeting
Date:  TBA
Time:  7.00pm
Venue:  via Zoom

Office bearers
President:  Toni Gross
Vice-Presidents:  Natalie Taylor, Penny Ison
Secretary:  Nicola Rowling
Treasurer:  Steve Elsbury 
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School Working Bees

Working Bees give every family the opportunity to assist in the improvement of the 
school grounds and buildings for our students. We hope that all parents and carers 
will take their turn because all our children benefit from the result and there are 
tasks to suit all levels of skill.

Yes, I/We would be pleased to help at a working bee.

I/We have special skills in: _____________________________________

Name(s):   _____________________________________

Telephone (AH):   _____________________________________

Mobile:     _____________________________________

Address:    _____________________________________ 

Postcode:   _____________________________________

Daughter’s name:   _____________________________________

Form:     _____________________________________

I/We are unable to help at working bees this year, but would like to make a donation 
of $50.00 to assist in buildings and grounds maintenance.

Student Name:    ____________________________________

Working Bee Donation / Amount: $50.00. Please charge my Visa/Mastercard. 

Card Number:    _____________________________________ 

Card Expiry:   _____________________________________
  
Card Holder’s Name:  _____________________________________

Signature:   _____________________________________
 
(Please Note: Unsigned Credit Card payments cannot be accepted)

Please return to the school office

Working Bee dates for 2022

26 Feb Working bee #1
 8:45am - 12.00pm

28 May Working bee #2
 8:45am - 12.00pm

13 Aug Working bee #3
 8:45am - 12.00pm

05 Nov Working bee #4
 8:45am - 12.00pm
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Uniform Shop

All profit from the Uniform Shop goes back into the school for the benefit of the 
school community. 

The Uniform Shop is open on Tuesdays from 8:30am to 3:30pm. We encourage 
students to visit the Uniform Shop during recess and lunch times.

Elena Mantelos
Uniform Shop Manager

Address
19A Wentworth Avenue, Canterbury 3126

Phone
03 9831 8661

Email
uniform@cgsc.vic.edu.au

Online Ordering
https://myschoolconnect.com.au/cgscuniform

Card only, sorry no cash or cheques.










