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Principal’s Report

This is my final newsletter. I look back over the past 18 years with gratitude, a sense 
of accomplishment and a great fondness for Canterbury. As I write this, the Year 
12 results are about to be released, Year 11 students have finished the pre-VCE 
program, Year 10 students are completing work experience, and Years 7, 8 and 9 are 
still in class. On Tuesday, we welcomed the 2026 Year 7 students into the school for 
orientation day. They seemed excited about beginning secondary school. Last week, 
we held Canterbury Celebrates, acknowledging the achievements of students and 
staff. It is always busy as we move towards the end of year. 

As I look back, I would like to acknowledge the groups who made such an impact 
on my work and the life of the College. The students at Canterbury are amazing – 
engaged, articulate, and creative. As a school, the sole reason we exist is to support 
students in their learning, to provide a holistic education and to assist in their 
wellbeing. It has been a joy to work with so many students over my time as Principal. 
The Mangarra Society, the alumni organisation, is still involved in the school, 
supporting a variety of programs and awards and I thank them for their ongoing 
involvement.

The parent community is very involved in their child’s education and support the 
school in many ways, including School Council, the Parents’ Association and working 
bees. Each year, The Parents’ Association does a tremendous job organising fund 
raising and social events. The funds from their activities go to support programs for 
students. These programs are very important for the school and provide additional 
programs and resources for students. The Parents’ Association is currently 
completing their final two fundraising activities – the second-hand book sale and 
the mince pies. On behalf of the school community, I would like to acknowledge with 
gratitude the work all parents do to support the work of the College. 

The staff at the College are experienced, focused on student learning and 
collaborative in building their own and the skills of others. They are committed to the 
school, and I acknowledge with gratitude their commitment and passion. Earlier this 
week, under the organisation of The Parents’ Association, parents across the school 
provided morning tea for staff to thank them for their work. We were inundated with 
morning tea items and it is so lovely to see the acknowledgement for staff.

This is the last newsletter for 2025. I would like to thank all members of the school 
community for their amazing work, contributions and support across the year. I wish 
everyone a relaxing, safe and joyful new year and all the best for next year.

Dr Mary Cannon
Principal

11 December 2025

Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which our school stands. 
We pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, and we recognise, acknowledge and respect the history, culture, 
diversity and value of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands people.

Many students travel by public 
transport. It is important that 
students have valid myki cards when 
travelling on trains and buses. We 
have received information from 
the Department of Transport and 
Planning about a new app that 
enables an instant top up of the myki 
card balance.

You do not have to register an 
account in order to use the top up 
feature.

However, they strongly recommend 
that you do register your myki so you 
can protect your balance and take 
advantage of other PTV App features 
such as auto top up or managing 
multiple cards. 

CONNECT WITH US

Term 4	
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https://www.instagram.com/cgsc_melbourne/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9764246/admin/feed/posts/
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Middle School News

As we reach the end of another year, we would like to thank the Middle School 
students for their hard work, friendliness and enthusiasm. We would students to 
remember that every step taken - big or small - contributes to progress. This year 
has been filled with challenges, growth, and achievements, and we are proud of the 
effort and resilience demonstrated by the students. 

We wish all the students the very best for the new school year as they carry forward 
the lessons learned, the friendships built, and the confidence to achieve great 
things. We look forward to seeing everyone in the new school year!

Merry Christmas, Joyeux Noël, メリークリスマス！

Elyssia Stroumos, Jessica Wymond, Jessica Waugh, Gabrielle Muir
Middle School Team

Sport Report

Camberwell Dragons in Physical Education

As we wrap up the school year, we are proud to celebrate the outstanding 
partnership between our school and Camberwell District Basketball Association 
(CDBA), who have played a major role in enriching our Physical Education 
curriculum in 2025. 

Throughout the year, a range of Camberwell Dragons coaches visited our 
school to run engaging, high-energy sessions for students across multiple year 
levels. Their coaches brought not only expert skills and knowledge, but also 
enthusiasm, encouragement, and a genuine passion for developing young people 
through basketball.

Across the program, over 350 students participated in drills, skill-building 
activities, and game-based learning that strengthened teamwork, confidence, 
communication, and resilience. These sessions sparked a new or renewed 
interest in basketball and physical activity.

“Camberwell Basketball has loved the opportunity to build a relationship with 
students and staff at Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College this year, and we 
thank everyone for welcoming us into such a special community,” Camberwell 
Basketball Communications, Engagement and Partnerships Manager Andrew 
Johnstone said.
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“Our Camberwell Dragons coaches were made to feel at home from day one, 
and were genuinely impressed by the students’ respect, enthusiasm and 
engagement throughout the program. We hope the students who participated 
enjoyed it as much as we did.”

“Camberwell Basketball truly values this partnership, and we’re excited to 
explore more on- and off-court opportunities with the CGSC community in 
2026.” 

We extend our sincere thanks to the Camberwell Basketball coaching staff and 
Andrew Johnstone (Communications, Community Engagement and Partnership 
Manager) for their commitment, professionalism, and positive influence. Their 
presence has greatly enriched our students’ learning experience and helped 
foster a stronger connection between community sport and school life.

We look forward to continuing this partnership in 2026 and creating even more 
opportunities for our students to grow both on and off the court.
For students going into year 10 next year, Camberwell Basketball has exciting 
opportunities to participate in Work Experience! If you would like a direct 
contact, please see Ms Pavlidis.

Lexi Pavlidis
Physical Education and Health teacher
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CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund) 2026
Please be advised that new forms will need to be filled out for students 
including new students enrolled at Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College. 

Eligibility
Below are the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, 
Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF).

Criterion 1 – General eligibility
The applicant must be one of the following:
• a parent or carer who is the beneficiary of a financially means-tested card.
• a student over 16 years who is considered a mature minor and holds a valid 
concession card (such as a Youth Allowance Health Care Card or Disability 
Support Pension Card). For guidance on assessing whether a student is a 
mature minor, refer to the department’s policy on Mature Minors and Decision 
Making.
• a parent or carer whose child is 16 or over and the beneficiary of a financially 
means tested card but are not considered a mature minor.

Applications must be submitted to the school by the end of Term 2.
Where the parent or carer is seeking eligibility based on an eligible financially 
means-tested card, eligibility will be determined when the relevant concession 
card successfully validates with Centrelink on either the first day of Term 1 or 
Term 2.

For students over 16 years of age and where the eligible card is in the name of 
the student, the fund is only granted to that student, not their siblings.

Criterion 2 – Be of school age and attend a Victorian school
For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend 
a registered Victorian school.
CSEF is not payable to a student attending pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or 
who are home schooled.
A special consideration eligibility category also exists and should be made 
through the application form. For more information, see: 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Eligibility | education.vic.gov.au

Eligible means tested cards
The full list of eligible concession and health care cards is available on the 
Services Australia website. 

Eligibility date
For concession card holders, CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/
carer’s concession card being successfully validated with Centrelink 
(see Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF): Policy | education.vic.gov.au).

Application forms can be downloaded via https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/
camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources.

Once completed, please email form to  info@cgsc.vic.edu.au for processing.

State Schools’ Relief 2026

2026 Year 7 Uniform Packages for CSEF Recipients
Applications are now open for incoming Year 7 students who qualify for CSEF 
funding, once their school submits an application for welfare support. 

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/guidance/eligibility
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/concession-and-health-care-cards?context=60091#a2
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources
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Where a uniform can’t be supplied directly, students receive a voucher – 
redeemable at the school uniform supplier – that subsidises the cost of their 
uniform.

Application forms can be downloaded via https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/
resources/ and go to “2026 Year 7 Uniform Package for CSEF Recipients”

Once completed, please email form to  info@cgsc.vic.edu.au for processing.

John Bourikas
Business Manager

https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/resources/
https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/resources/


the parents’ 
association

Dear PA supporters,
 
As the school year draws to a close, I would like to extend my thanks to everyone 
who has supported the Parents’ Association this year. Whether you have 
contributed your time and attended PA meetings, donated prizes for raffles, 
bought raffle tickets (or hot cross buns, smallgoods, mince tarts or second-hand 
books), cooked for cake stalls, BBQs, or morning teas, or attended social events 
including lunches and dinners, your support makes a difference. All money raised 
is returned to the school, to support school programs.
 
On behalf of The Parents Association and its members over the years, I would also 
like to extend special thanks to Dr Mary Cannon. Dr Cannon’s support has enabled 
the PA to engage in fundraising activities and create social opportunities for 
parents and carers to connect with one another and the school. Penny Ison, Vice 
President, presented Dr Cannon with a farewell Readings gift voucher on behalf of 
the Parents’ Association. We wish Dr Cannon all the best for the future.  
 

Second-hand Book Sale
The Second-hand Book Sale has closed. Thank you to all buyers and sellers who 
participated.

Purchased second-hand books can now be collected. Please collect your books by 
4 pm on Thursday 18 December.

Unsold books are being sorted and will be ready from collection commencing 
Friday 12 December. Please collect your books by 4pm on Thursday 18 December.
 
Woodfrog Bakery Hand-made Mince Tarts
Purchase a six pack of delicious fruit mince tarts hand made by Woodfrog Bakery 
in Camberwell. Orders close Monday 15th of December.
https://www.trybooking.com/DHVEM 

Purchased mince tarts can be collected from the CGSC Office on Tuesday 16th 
December from 12 noon until 4pm.
 

Diary dates
2026 Parents’ Association AGM
Date: Tuesday 17 February
Time: 7.00pm
Venue: Conference Room

The February PA meeting follows the AGM.

Office bearers           
President and Secretary: Samantha Whitehead 
Vice President: Penny Ison
Treasurers: Cathy Eastwood and Maryanne Galea
Contact: PA@cgsc.vic.edu.au

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1508272?
mailto:PA%40cgsc.vic.edu.au%20?subject=
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association

PA End of Year Dinner - Monday 15 December 
We will come together for an end of year dinner at the Auburn Hotel, on Monday 
15 December 15. Participants purchase their own food and drinks and join other 
PA supporters to celebrate the work of the PA for the year. Please see the flyer in 
this newsletter. All parents and carers are warmly invited to attend.
 
2026 Annual General Meeting of the Parents Association
The 2026 AGM will be held on Tuesday 17 February 2026. All parents and carers 
are warmly invited to join us, as we commence PA activities for the year.
 
Kind regards

Samantha Whitehead
Parents Association President and Secretary
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  Library Report, 1964

The Mangarrian, 1964




