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Principal’s Report

Congratulations
Next year the major production involving students from Canterbury Girls’
Secondary College and Camberwell Grammar will be The Threepenny Opera.
Congratulations to the following students who have been selected as cast members
- Annabel Nelson, Lexie Smith, Kimaya Gunatilaka, Emmanuelle D’Adamo, Sadie
Hughes, Sarah Feldt, Max Kotsopoulos, Jess Chipperfield, Mathilda Chipperfield,
Mili Hensgen, Mia Humphries, Evie Vamvakaris, Savina Vitinaros, and Mackenzie
Johnston.
College anthology
Last week we published the13th College anthology – Canterbury Quills: The Shape
of the Story. This year it contains over 100 pieces of student and staff writing and
artwork. Even though much of the organisation was done remotely, it is a wonderful
summary to the year. Thank you very much to the editorial team for all the work
they did to ensure it was published – Sarah Biao, Piyumi de Zoysa, Victoria Lac,
Chantelle Lloyd-Shrimpton, Chelsea Lloyd-Shrimpton, Erina O’Doherty, Amber
Lim, Alisa Puveendran, Emily Rowling, Arnavi Roy, Chloe Senior, Evelyn Swan and
Chelsea Wrightson.
End of the year
We are well underway with the Pre-VCE program for next year’s Year 11 and 12
students. In this program, students undertake preliminary work related to the
subjects they will be studying next year.
Next week is the Volleyball Victoria Schools Championship which a number of staff
and students are attending. It is pleasing to see some of the sporting activities recommencing for students.
On Tuesday 7 December we will be welcoming next year’s Year 7 students for their
Orientation Day.
In such a tumultuous year, staff and students are looking forward to resuming
many of our usual events. Being involved in such activities fosters connectedness to
peers and the school. Research shows that school connectedness is an important
protective factor for many students. It influences regular school attendance, which
is key to improved education and health outcomes. Connectedness also reduces
risk-taking behaviour and violent and antisocial behaviour, as well as the likelihood
of emotional problems. See Why is school connectedness so important? | Pursuit
by The University of Melbourne (unimelb.edu.au).
We are looking forward next year to resuming the House events on site starting
with the swimming carnival in March.
Enrolments and exits
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College is now accepting applications for enrolments
into Years 8 to 12 for 2022. If you know of someone who is interested in enrolling
their child, please ask them download and complete an application form available
on the website. Any questions can be referred to Georgina Padula (Years 8 and 9) or
Jim Ouliaris (Years 10-12).
If you know that your child is leaving at the end of this year, please let the relevant
level co-ordinator know so that we are able to offer the enrolment to another
student.
Dr Mary Cannon
Principal
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which our school stands. We
pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, and we recognise, acknowledge and respect the history, culture,
diversity and value of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands people.
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Middle School Report
School for Student Leadership Alpine Campus
On Saturday 6 November, four Year 9 students headed to The Alpine School to begin
an amazing leadership program. The journey was exciting but it was a very long and
foggy car ride! They are having a fantastic time meeting new people and learning to
live away from their families in a different environment.
Alicia Sands
Head of Middle School
Since arriving at the School for Student Leadership Alpine
Campus, we have been very busy mountain biking, playing
in the snow, bridge building, meeting lots of new people and
developing as leaders through reflection and group work.
We have been working on our community learning project
and are having lots of fun with it. Our community learning
project aims to help spread mental health awareness in
young children. We are really enjoying the beautiful alpine
environment and playing lots of ping pong! We all can’t wait
for the weeks to come!
Jerain Yang, Grace Brown, Heidi Vague and Summer
Bramberger
Year 9

Teaching and Learning News
Science Olympiads
This year we had a number of students in Year 10 and Year 11 complete the
Australian Science Olympiad exams. Students can complete papers in each of the
science disciplines: Biology, Chemistry, Physics as well as Earth & Environmental
Science. This year we also had several students in Year 7-10 complete the Junior
Science Olympiad. All the students who entered should be congratulated on putting
their hand up to give these tough exams a go, especially given the circumstances.
Special congratulations to the following students on their achievements:
Alysha Yeo (Biology) – Credit
Shenaya Ranaweera (Junior Olympiad) – Distinction
Tali Nikadie (Junior Olympiad) – Distinction
Madeleine McGregor (Junior Olympiad) – Distinction
Thea Prattley (Junior Olympiad) – Credit
Ava Murphy (Junior Olympiad) – Credit
Zoe Martin (Junior Olympiad) – Credit
Elina Loghman (Junior Olympiad) – Credit
Erina O’Doherty (Junior Olympiad) – Credit
The Olympiad exams are an excellent opportunity for students to be exposed to high
level questions and it also gives them an opportunity to qualify for the Australian
Science Olympiad Teams. I encourage all students to give them a go!
Georgia Lumb
Science Teacher
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Living below the line
Over 13.6% of Australians live below the poverty line, so towards the end of June, to
slightly glimpse what life is like for those living in poverty, I decided to feed myself
on $2 a day, for 5 days. With a mere total of $10, plain white bread became my
favourite snack and potatoes and pasta were my surviving essentials. My breakfast
consisted of oatmeal (with water)/ pancakes and Woolworths Homebrand products
became my best friend. After completing this challenge (and missing the beep test),
I realised how many things I take for granted and how privileged and lucky I am to
never have to worry about where my next mouthful will come from. Through those
120 hours, I learned about how hard and exhausting it is to have as little as $2 a
day only for food. To be honest, I never expected to lose concentration and energy,
and become irritated purely based on what food I was eating. Through the endless
support of my family, friends, and school I was able to raise over $2000 and help
play a small part in the fight against poverty and injustice. While I only gained a very
small glimpse in the world of extreme poverty from participating in Live Below the
Line, if you are in a position to donate and would like to see poverty eradicated from
the world, please support a charity that helps people in poverty. I can assure you,
that every little bit counts and gets us one step closer to a world free from poverty!
Christine Yang
Year 9
Thank you Parents’ Association!
This year the CGSC Volleyball Program was lucky
enough to be funded by the Parents’ Association to
purchase a few items to help in further developing
the program. We received new antennas, new
volleyballs, a tandem setting target and a coaching
stand. We had a chance to use some of these items
earlier in the year but are looking forward to using
them as we prepare for our four-day tournament
starting on 28 November. We are so grateful to the
PA!
Sarah Johns and Georgia Lumb
Volleyball Program Coordinators
Learning languages at CGSC
At CGSC, students have the opportunity to study French or Japanese until Year
10. Students can then choose to continue with a language at VCE level. Learning
a language contributes to the overall education of a student in the areas of
communication, cross-cultural understanding, cognitive development, literacy,
numeracy and general knowledge. Recently, students have reflected on their
learning progress in French and some of their thoughts are below.
Gabrielle Bert
French Teacher
This year in French we have learned to manage the differences between online and
in class learning. Whilst being online and in class during the year, we learned about
verb conjugation, adjectives, the near future, negation, prepositions and studied
directions, time, school, food, places and so much more. We look forward to moving
into Year 9 French!
Imogen Carson and Indie Burrows, Year 8
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With the year wrapping up and some students’ French journey coming to an end,
I am sure we can all agree that throughout the year(s), French has played a big
role towards the many laughs and maybe even tears we’ve all experienced. Even
though we’ve been in and out of online learning, the last 3 years of French for me
have been an amazing experience…From beginning with the ‘Big 4’ and finishing
with an exam, overcoming the challenges of learning a language has allowed us to
all grow so much. Learning a language has also allowed me to develop crucial 21st
century skills such as problem solving, flexibility, critical thinking, initiative as well
as broadening my knowledge about different cultures.
Christine Yang, Year 9H
This year in French we have worked in the classroom and online on a range of
activities. We recently completed our end of Year 10 French exam. It has been great
to learn French and this year we also had the opportunity to help fundraise for
a youth charity by buying crêpes during a French lesson with a difference! Miam
miam!
Bilee Nicolaou, Year 10
Below is a piece of writing by 2021 Year 12H student Hailey Nguyen. It is important
to write regularly in VCE French in order to put into practice the skills and
knowledge acquired throughout the course. VCE writing is normally done to a
prompt and students need to think about the content, context, text type and writing
style. This has been done very well in the text below.
Merci Hailey, quel bon travail!
The prompt is, “You have been asked to speak to students at your school to explain
why you think it is important to learn a new language during your schooling. You
prepare your speech, taking care to include at least one example of the benefits you
have gained from knowing a language other than English”.
Pourquoi faut-il apprendre une langue étrangère pendant votre scolarité ?
Au fur et à mesure que le monde devient de plus en plus interconnecté, l’importance
d’apprendre une langue est encore plus pertinente. Donc, pour entrer dans le vif du
sujet, je vais explorer les avantages qui sont associés à l’apprentissage d’une autre
langue.
Premièrement, en apprenant une langue étrangère, c’est forcément s’imprégner de
cultures différentes. L’apprentissage d’une autre langue n’est pas simplement de
maîtriser des listes de vocabulaire ou de la grammaire, mais c’est également une
façon différente de penser. Autrement dit, il nous permet de nous ouvrir à de nouvelles
cultures, ce qui entraîne le développement d’une vue plus tolérante et plus empathique.
En plus, il y a plusieurs avantages professionnels qui sont associés à l’apprentissage
d’une langue étrangère, dont un est vraiment utile aujourd’hui. Si on a besoin de
communiquer fréquemment avec une gamme d’autres interlocuteurs pour son travail,
maîtriser leur langue vous permettra de construire des rapports plus forts, tout en
reflétant une image plus professionnelle.
En outre, apprendre une langue étrangère est une activité qui prend du temps. En fait,
on dit qu’il faut qu’on l’étudie pour 575 heures pour qu’on puisse apprendre la base
d’une langue “facile”. Ainsi, si on maîtrise une ou plusieurs langues, cela démontrera
sa capacité d’être patient et d’avoir de la persévérance. Avec ces deux qualités, on sera
bien armé pour faire face à n’importe défi sur lequel on tombe!
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Je sais que l’apprentissage d’une langue étrangère est très dur et assez effrayant.
Cependant, il est important qu’on sache le meilleur conseil pour réussir: c’est prendre
du plaisir dans son apprentissage. Je vous pousse à vous amuser parce que plus on
apprécie quelque chose, plus on continuera à le faire et à s’améliorer!
If you are looking to practise your French over summer, remember that we have
a range of wonderful resources on the French LibGuide, accessible via https://
cgsc.libguides.com/lote-french and there are also many useful resources on
ClickView. In addition, Quizlets are a great way to practise both vocabulary and
grammar, your local library may have French resources that you can borrow, and
you probably also have your favourite websites such as Duolingo. Don’t forget
that listening to French music is also fun and beneficial! The French teachers are
happy to help you find the right links and music artists for you, just ask!
Nous vous souhaitons de passer un été merveilleux!

Sport Report
Congratulations to Gia Kapsimallis (7H) for making the
primary SSV State Soccer team. Hundreds of primary school
aged students trial for this team, and as a “top age” student
(Gia doesn’t turn 13 till 2022), her skill level for her age
is exceptional. The team travels to Sydney to play in the
Sydney International Cup from 3- 5 December 2021, Cromer
Park Sports Complex NSW. We wish her all the best in the
tournament.
Sport Education Fencing classes are full to the brim across
Year 7 and Year 8 this term. Lisa from Whitehorse Chevaliers
is leading the students in this activity. Cheerleading, Yoga,
Martial Arts and Lacrosse have kept them active since we
returned to school and restrictions eased to allow visitors
onsite.
Physical Education classes outside and inside are again back
to normal – exams are finished, and the school is “alive” with
noise and activity. I captured Mr Nolan and his 7C class having
fun doing the Macarena and Nutbush with our new PE speaker.
The New Gym is full in the mornings, lunchtimes and
afterschool with the Volleyball program students and staff
preparing for their upcoming tournament that begins on
Sunday. Georgia Lumb and Sarah Johns have been run off their
feet getting all the details ready behind the scenes and running
trainings. Teachers/Coaches - Sam Clarke, Jessica Urbancic,
Tabitha Southey and Matt Nolan have also been very busy at
early morning and lunchtime trainings.
BEST of luck everyone and enjoy!!
Should you have any queries about events,
please contact me at dmi@cgsc.vic.edu.au.
Danielle Miller
2021 Sport and Sport Education Co-ordinator

music upbeat
Lunchtime Concerts
With the easing of restrictions, the lunchtime concert series has been able to go
ahead and has been celebrated with several fantastic performances from our
ensembles. Last week, Symphonia and Friends performed on Thursday and on
Friday Year 7 Band and Shades of Blue. This past Tuesday we had a dedicated
String Day where we saw Vivace Strings, Cantabile and Dolce perform a wonderful
program. We are thrilled to be able to have live performances and provide staff and
students with the excitement of lunch time concerts.

Term Dates
Term 4
•
Lunchtime ConcertSeries
•
Music Expo 25 November

music upbeat

Music Expo
On Thursday 25 November the Music Department will hold the Music Expo for
incoming Year 7 students and parents. This provides an excellent opportunity to
showcase the exciting opportunities in the Music Department with both individual
Music lessons as well as the numerous ensembles on offer. If you have any
questions following this event please contact our Music Administrator Esther
Gresswell at egr@cgsc.vic.edu.au.
Michael Sword
Head of Music

the parents’
association
Hi everyone,
I hope you are all doing well.
This year, as in previous years, you will be able to sell your books on consignment
(sell your books through the book sale and earn money) at the CGSC Second
Hand Book Sale. The CGSC Parents’ Association will take 20% of the sale price as
fundraising for the school. We will use the Consigncloud software to manage this
part of the sale.
We also welcome you to donate your books or donate the money earned from the
sale of the books to the PA/school to further support our fundraising.
This year, books will be sold via an online store (due to the uncertainties with
COVID-19). Books will be sold at 66% and 33% of the new price depending on
condition. For books that require an eBook reactivation code, the cost of the code
is deducted from the ‘new book’ price.
If you choose to receive payment for your books, please note that payments will not
be made this year. Payments will be made by the end of Term 1 in 2022.
Please check the school’s website for further details on selling books. Books can
be dropped off (with forms that can be downloaded on the school’s website) to the
school office from Monday 15 November - Thursday 2 December between 8am 4pm.
We recommend Junior and Middle School students drop off their books from
Monday 29 November as books may still be being used in class.
For questions/queries, please email booksales@cgsc.vic.edu.au.
Keep well and we look forward to seeing you when we can!
Toni Gross
The Parents’ Association President
P.S. If you would like to support the PA, but cannot donate your time or efforts, you can
contribute via the PA levy. If you do not want to contribute the full amount of $50, you
can nominate a different value. PA funds help raise monies for resources that are not
funded by the Government (i.e. language assistants, food tech ovens, dishwashers etc.)
and every little bit helps!

Diary dates
Next monthly meeting
Date:		
Time:		
Venue:		

TBA
7.00pm
Please meet at the main entrance

Office bearers
President:
Vice-Presidents:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Toni Gross
Natalie Taylor, Penny Ison
Nicola Rowling
Steve Elsbury
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School Working Bees

Working Bee dates for 2021

Working Bees give every family the opportunity to assist in the improvement of the
school grounds and buildings for our students. We hope that all parents and carers
will take their turn because all our children benefit from the result and there are
tasks to suit all levels of skill.

27 Nov

Yes, I/We would be pleased to help at a working bee.
I/We have special skills in:

_____________________________________

Name(s):			_____________________________________
Telephone (AH): 		

_____________________________________

Mobile: 				_____________________________________
Address: 			_____________________________________
Postcode:			_____________________________________
Daughter’s name: 		

_____________________________________

Form: 				_____________________________________

I/We are unable to help at working bees this year, but would like to make a donation
of $50.00 to assist in buildings and grounds maintenance.
Student Name: 			

____________________________________

Working Bee Donation / Amount: $50.00. Please charge my Visa/Mastercard.
Card Number: 			

_____________________________________

Card Expiry:			_____________________________________
		
Card Holder’s Name:		
_____________________________________
Signature:			_____________________________________
(Please Note: Unsigned Credit Card payments cannot be accepted)

Please return to the school office

Working bee #2
8:45am - 12.00pm
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Uniform Shop
All profit from the Uniform Shop goes back into the school for the benefit of the
school community.
The Uniform Shop is open on Tuesdays from 8:30am to 3:30pm. There are no
appointments for Term 3. We encourage students to visit the Uniform Shop during
recess and lunch times.
Address
19A Wentworth Avenue, Canterbury 3126
Phone
03 9831 8661
Email
uniform@cgsc.vic.edu.au
Online Ordering
https://myschoolconnect.com.au/cgscuniform
Card only, sorry no cash or cheques.

Elena Mantelos
Uniform Shop Manager

