Principal’'s Report

It is four weeks into the term, and it is pleasing to see that classrooms are
purposeful, the yard is vibrant, and there is a strong sense of optimism across the
college.

| would like to remind all students that curiosity is one of the most powerful tools
they possess. Ask questions. Seek clarification. Request feedback. Learning
flourishes when students feel confident to reach out to their teachers for support.
Our staff are deeply committed to each young person’s growth and are always
willing to assist. Effective learning begins with the courage to say, “Can you help me
understand this better?”

Beyond the classroom, | strongly encourage students to participate in as many
opportunities as possible. The spirit of our House events has already been evident,
with students demonstrating enthusiasm, teamwork, and pride. Our student leaders
have been strong role models; however, you do not need to wear a badge to make

a difference. Positive impact comes from the way you show up each day — with
kindness, effort, and respect for others.

Student voice remains central to who we are as a college. If students have ideas,
suggestions, or aspirations for how we can continue to grow and improve, |
encourage them to share these with their teachers, staff, and mentors. Schools are
strongest when students are active contributors to their community.

Our VCE students have also begun the year with focus and determination, applying
themselves diligently to their studies as they prepare for the rigour of their final
year. We are proud of the maturity and commitment they are demonstrating. While
it is important that students make the most of their learning and study time, it is
equally important that they look after their health and wellbeing. Taking time to
relax, spending meaningful time with family and friends, eating well, and ensuring
adequate sleep are all essential components of sustained success. If you feel

that your child would benefit from additional support in managing their wellbeing
throughout their senior year, please encourage them to have a conversation with
their Year Level Coordinator, who will be very pleased to assist.

| would also like to extend my sincere thanks to our Year 7 families who attended
the picnic on Monday 16 February. It was a wonderful opportunity for our dedicated
staff to meet the families of our 2026 Year 7 cohort in a relaxed and welcoming
setting. The students | spoke with shared that they have thoroughly enjoyed their
first few weeks of secondary school and were especially excited about building new
friendships at the upcoming Year 7 camp. Their positivity and enthusiasm were a
delight to see.

Finally,  am pleased to share that school tours for prospective families have now
commenced. If you know of families considering enrolling their child at Canterbury
Girls’ Secondary College, | warmly encourage them to contact the school to book a
tour.

We are proud of the learning community we continue to build and always welcome
the opportunity to share it with others.
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Term 1

18 - 20 February
Camp to Lake Dewar

24 February General Assembly

26 February Year 12 Formal, Leonda by the
Yarra

28 February Working Bee

2 March House Swimming Sports -
Boroondara Sports Complex

6 March International Women'’s Day
Breakfast

9 March Labour Day Public Holiday

11 March NAPLAN Testing Begins

13 March Year 11 Formal - Manningham
Hotel Bulleen

24 March General Assembly

31 March/1 April House Chorals Evening
Performances

2 April House Chorals Adjudication
Day

Last Day of Term 1

CONNECT WITH US

Many students travel to school by public
transport.

From 1 January, young people aged 5-17
(inclusive) have been able to travel for
free on Victorian public transport with a
Youth myki. They need to carry it when
they travel and must tap on and off. No
concession identification needs to be
shown when travelling with a Youth myki.

Many students will turn 18 while still

in Year 12 and no longer be eligible for

a Youth myki. These students can still
access concession fares by using a Child
myki but will need to carry proof of
concession identification while travelling
(as has previously been the norm for
students aged 17 and 18). Having the PTV
logo on Student ID cards counts as an
eligible form of concession identification.

Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which our school stands.
We pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, and we recognise, acknowledge and respect the history, culture,

diversity and value of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands people.

Year 7 Nancy Derry Orientation


https://www.instagram.com/cgsc_melbourne/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9764246/admin/feed/posts/

Thank you for the spirit, energy, and commitment that each member of our
community brings to the college each day. | look forward to all that we will
achieve together this year.

Julia Niamh
Principal

Sport Report
Senior Softball

Last Thursday, the Senior Softball team competed in the district competition
amidst rain, wind and sun.

Team members were:

Allie Allen, Maia Brough, Genevieve Carboon, Tia Carozzi, Nyawal Gai, Adele
Hardiman, Ana Heffernan, Olivia Kim, Pip Richards, Nikita Schneider, Ashleigh
Stevenson and Lara Thang.

With a bye in the first round, the students were able to warm up and practice
their skills under my instruction as coach.

We discussed tactics, and | reminded them to follow my calls when on the
diamond. In our first match against Doncaster SC, it was tightly contested. Allie
pitched well, and Nikita as catcher picked up the loose balls.

Allie struck out four players in the match, and with Tia on first base fielding
strongly, we were able to get five players out. All members batted well, and
overall, each player got on base during an innings. The match ended in a draw
at eight runs all.

The second match was against a polished team from Balwyn High School -I
would say four players played outside school, including the pitcher. She was
fast and accurate, which made scoring runs difficult. During this game Pip
took a spectacular catch, which even surprised herself! Nyawal pitched fairly
consistently, and again Nikita as catcher stopped most of the pitched balls.

The final score was 15-2.

It was a pleasure to coach the students, and they learnt so much. Thank you to
Mr Song for his assistance and for scoring the games.

Jenny Yelland
Coach and Physical Education teacher
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Intermediate Tennis
Our Intermediate Tennis team recently competed in an exciting interschool
tennis competition. Under clear skies and warm sunshine, the students took to
the courts with enthusiasm and determination.

Our players were divided into two teams:

Team A: Sophie Bretel, Natasha Ng, Chloe Lim, Charlotte Thang, Ela Prso

Team B: Alixe Chevalier, Hannah Crowe, Kate Edwards, Mihana Peacock, Alana
Winkler

Both teams demonstrated exceptional skill, teamwork, and sportsmanship
throughout the competition.

Match Results
Team A vs Camberwell Team - 7-0 win
Team B vs Kew Team B - 6-0 win

Team A vs Kew Team A - 5-1 win

We are incredibly proud of the way both teams represented our school, through
their impressive performances, positive attitudes and exemplary sportsmanship.

Many thanks to Belinda Du Pont for her support and contribution to the success
of this event.

Congratulations to all players on a fantastic day of tennis!

Yao Song
Mathematics Teacher and Community Liaison Co ordinator




newsletter

Careers
Dear Year 10 parents and carers

On 26 March, Year 10 students will be introduced to the Work Experience

program. All Year 10s are expected to find a placement, and it is very beneficial

to begin the process early as some sectors can be quite competitive. Work

Experience Week will take place 7 - 11 December. Students with no placement
are expected at school. Please consider the type of work that your child may be
interested in and start contacting workplaces, friends and family networks over

the coming weeks and months to prepare for this program.
Thanks

David Cameron
Careers and Pathways co-ordinator
dcafdcgsc.vic.edu.au

CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund) 2026
Dear Parents and Carers

A reminder that if you are eligible to apply for CSEF and if you have not done
so already, new forms will need to be filled out for new students enrolled at
Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College.

A CSEF application form has been attached.

Eligibility
Please click here to check your eligibility for CSEF.

Application forms can be downloaded via https://www?2.education.vic.gov.
au/pal/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund/resources.

Once completed, please email form to infoldcgsc.vic.edu.au for processing.
State Schools’ Relief 2026

2026 Year 7 Uniform Packages for CSEF Recipients
Applications are now open for incoming Year 7 students who qualify for
CSEF funding, once their school submits an application for welfare support.

Where a uniform can’t be supplied directly, students receive a voucher -
redeemable at the school uniform supplier - that subsidises the cost of
their uniform.

Application forms can be downloaded via https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/
resources/ and go to “2026 Year 7 Uniform Package for CSEF Recipients”

Once completed, please email form to infoldcgsc.vic.edu.au for processing.

John Bourikas
Business Manager

Canterbury Girls
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Library News Hm
=

It has been a wonderful start to the year, and we have greatly enjoyed welcoming
our Year 7 students into the library. Many have already started borrowing and
enthusiastically exploring our extensive collection.

We are pleased to offer a range of lunchtime clubs in the library: Craft Club on
Mondays and Wednesdays; Book Club and Crochet Club on Tuesdays; LOTE Club
and DnD Club on alternate Thursdays; and Lego Club on Fridays. All students are
welcome to attend.

Our Blind Date with a Book display has been a great success, with strong student
participation helping us celebrate Library Lovers” Month in February.
We encourage staff and students to visit the library and enjoy the space.

Shani, Catherine and Sally
Library Staff

Canterbury Girls
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News from the Music Department
Practice Smarter at home: Quick Tips for Better Music Sessions

Want to get more out of your music practice in 20267 Here are simple, effective habits
that make a big difference - no extra hours required.

Set Clear Goals - Skip vague plans like “practice for 30 minutes.” Instead, aim for
specific wins: learn eight bars, clean up a tough phrase, or increase tempo by a few
bpm.

Keep It Short & Focused - Short, focused blocks beat long, unfocused sessions. Try 15
minutes of technique, 10 of new material, five of polishing. Take breaks to stay sharp.
Slow Down - Play difficult parts slowly and relaxed. Gradual tempo increases build
accuracy and confidence without frustration.

Listen Actively - Listen to recordings - professionals and yourself. It sharpens your
sense of tone, timing, and phrasing.

Work in Small Chunks - Isolate tricky spots instead of playing the whole piece
through. Loop transitions, practice one measure, or split hands when needed.

Be Consistent - Daily practice, even 10 minutes, creates steady progress. Consistency
builds muscle memory far faster than occasional long sessions.

Keep It Fun - Mix in things you enjoy: favorite songs, improvising, or playing with
backing tracks. Joy fuels motivation.

Track Your Progress - A simple log - what you practiced, what improved, and your
next goals - helps you stay organised and see growth.

Year 7 Enrolment in Music lessons
Lessons will commence from this week or next depending on the music teacher’s
availability due to Yr 7 Camp.

Please note that sessions will appear on the student’'s Compass schedule once the
enrolment event has been completed.

eEnsemble rehearsals commence later in Term 1.
eMarch 11 Year 7 Band - First rehearsal 7.45am - 8.30am
eMarc 13 Vivace Strings - First rehearsal 7.45am - 8.30am

Rehearsal schedule

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
AM
Coda Year 7 Band Symphonia Vivace Strings
7.45 - 8.35am {from March 11) c22 {from March
c22 7.45 —8.35 13)
cz22 7.45 —&.35am
c22
Lunch String Quartet
Flute Theory Guitar Ensemble C23 AQP
Ensemble P10
PM
Shades of Blue | Wind Cantabella Encore
3.15pm- Symphony 3.15—4.45pm 3.15-4.30pm PAC
4.20pm 3.15-4.30pm PAC
cz2z cz2z Dolce’ Strings
3.15-4.30 C19
c22
Cantabile 2.15-
4.15pm C19
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Term 1

6 March

10 March
11 March
13 March
30 March

31 March -
2 April

International Women’s Day Breakfast -
String Quartet, VCE Music

Soiree #1 PAC 4.30 - 5.30pm

Year 7 Band - First rehearsal 7.45am
Vivace Strings - First rehearsal 7.45am
VCE Music Top Class excursion -
Melbourne Recital Centre

House Chorals Festival
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Labeling Instruments

Please label instruments clearly with a name and home group. Names need to
be clearly visible, as many students have identical cases. It can be distressing
for all if a student accidentally takes the wrong instrument home.

Michael Sword
Head of Music
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association

Hello CGSC school community members,

The Parents’ Association Annual General Meeting was held this week. In 2025

the PA generated a total net revenue of $25,118 across all fundraising events and
parent contributions. Last year, the PA funded and committed $42,383 towards
school initiatives, equipment, and student support programs. The PA investments
made in 2025 spanned curriculum support, facilities upgrades, and resources for
academic, music and sporting activities. Students and staff have thanked the PA
for the funding they received and the positive difference it makes to their school
experience.

More parents and carers attended our AGM in 2026 than in 2025. We also voted
to elect office bearers due to the number of nominations that we received for the
roles.

In 2026 our office bearers are:

President: Samantha Whitehead

Vice Presidents: Mel Burrowes and Elisa Varyiamis
Treasurers: Cathy Eastwood and Maryanne Galea
Secretary: Carolyn Camm

The executives have students in Years 7, 8, 9, 11, and 12, providing good parent and
carer representation across many year levels.

Thank you to outgoing Vice President Penny Ison for her contributions over past
years.

We have started planning for upcoming activities at House Chorals and House
Athletics, and our Hot Cross Bun drive. We have also started to plan the annual
Mother’s Day Luncheon and further details about these activities will follow.

The House Chorals raffles will be held on Tuesday 31 March and Wednesday 1
April. If you can donate items that can be used as prizes in the raffle, please drop
them off at the school office. ltems that have worked well to incorporate into
hampers in the past have included vouchers, self-care products, books, and wine. |
will provide information about how to sign up and help with selling raffle tickets in
the next newsletter.

In 2026, we look forward to working with committee members and PA supporters
to continue PA fundraising efforts and to create social opportunities within our
school community. Please get involved and help support the work of the PA. If you
are unable to give your time, parent and carer payment of the Parents’ Association
Levy through the school's voluntary contributions helps support the work of

the PA. It really does take a village, and everyone’s contributions helps make a
difference. Thank you.

Our PA meetings are held on the third Tuesday of the month, at 7pm, in the school
conference room. All parents and carers are welcome to attend PA meetings.

In 2026 we will hold meetings on the following dates:

17th March
21st April

19th May

16th June

21st July

18th August
15th September

Canterbury Girls
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Diary dates

Next monthly meeting
Date: Tuesday 17 March
Time: 7.00pm

Venue: Conference Room

2026 Office bearers

President: Samantha Whitehead

Vice Presidents:Mel Burrowes and Elisa Varyiamis
Treasurers: Cathy Eastwood and Maryanne Galea
Secretary: Carolyn Camm

Contact: PA@cgsc.vic.edu.au


mailto:PA%40cgsc.vic.edu.au%20?subject=
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association

20th October
17th November

Please feel free to contact the PA at PA(dcgsc.vic.edu.au.
Kind regards,

Samantha Whitehead
Parents’ Association President
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The School Canteen, 1957
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THE SCHOOL CANTEEN
CANTEEN NOTES

It must be reported that many members of our com-
ity seem (0 have benefited greatly from the estab-

f a school canteen. There has been a consider-
in the weight of some students, and we fear
liat Myer’s will soon have to supply a larger size tunic
or each age group. Perhaps the reason for this sudden
purt in girth and growth can be found by observing
L typical scene at the Tuckshop. Here is a second-
ormer walking away triumphant, as from a_battlefield,
vith a pie in cach hand. There is a group of third-y
girls with handfuls of those huge meringues called “bird’s
sests”, whilst half a dozen seniors are hurrying to safety
>caring cups of steaming soup. If the canteen was
founded to make us more robust, then it has certainly
whieved its aim.

The School wishes to thank all those mothers who,
working under Mrs. Johnston's capable direction, have —LonemTe=
helped to make our canteen service such an outstanding
success, financially and otherwise. Among those who have
so unselfishly catered for our needs are the gitls on the
Janior Canteen Auxiliary—Pat Wingrove, Helen Lucas,

Annabel Hicks, Judith Cuthbert, Lyn Segal, Vicki Green
and Marilyn Jansen. Thanks to all concerned.

—Suzanne Cory, Form 4A.

The Mangarrian, 1957
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CGSC PARENTS ASSOCIATION

We warmly welcome new
parents and carers!

MEETINGS FOR 2026

7pm meet at the school office

TERM 1:
17th Feb
17th Mar

TERM 2:

21st Apr
19th May
16th June

TERM 3:
21st July
18th August
15th September

TERM 4:
20th October
17th November

COME AND JOIN US!
E: PA@cgsc.vic.edu.au
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NETBALL FOR
HIGH SCHOOL PLAYERS

Is your high school netballer keen to take their game

to the next level?
Grow confidence, build skills and be part of a fun,
supportive club community.
Minimum 1 year playing experience preferred.
& Interested in finding out more?
enquiries@surreyhillsnetball.org.au



