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Principal’s Report

At our General Assembly a week ago, I spoke with students about something that 
has stayed with me following one of our recent school tours. A parent attending the 
tour shared that he regularly sees Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College students on 
public transport and was deeply impressed by the respect, maturity and pride they 
demonstrate while travelling to and from school. He went on to say that he and his 
wife hoped their daughters would one day attend Canterbury Girls’ because they 
wanted them to develop the same character they had observed in our students.

It was a powerful reminder that the reputation of a school is not built solely through 
websites, advertising campaigns or promotional materials. Rather, it is shaped 
every day through the actions, attitudes and interactions of the young people who 
represent it. I reminded students that they are ambassadors for our college wherever 
they go -  on public transport, in shopping centres, at sporting events, online and 
throughout the wider community. Every interaction leaves an impression and 
contributes to how others view both the individual and our school.

This message is particularly relevant as I am delighted to share some exciting news 
with our school community. Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College has been selected 
as the flagship school for the launch of the Bodies, Bias and Belonging educational 
resources across Australia and New Zealand through a partnership involving MECCA 
M-POWER, Cool.org and internationally recognised women’s health expert Dr Stacy 
Sims.

This is a significant honour for our college and reflects our strong commitment to 
supporting the wellbeing, confidence and empowerment of girls and young women. It 
is also recognition of the innovative work taking place at Canterbury Girls’ Secondary 
College to ensure our students are equipped with the knowledge, skills and support 
they need to thrive both inside and beyond the classroom.

The launch recently took place at the College and involved filming, photography and 
student participation as part of a broader national campaign. In the lead up I worked 
closely with the Department of Education’s Media and Legal Division to ensure all 
appropriate approvals were in place.

As part of the launch, Dr Stacy Sims worked with a group of our students through 
a practical physical activity session and a classroom discussion exploring the 
educational resources developed by Cool.org. Our Sports Captain, Tia Carozzi, 
and staff member Lexi Pavlidis also participated in a filmed discussion about the 
importance of supporting girls’ participation, confidence and wellbeing in sport. 
Families can view the footage via the following link:
 Instagram

The resources focus on helping girls better understand their physical health, 
challenge misconceptions and biases, and build the confidence to remain engaged in 
physical activity and sport throughout adolescence. These themes align strongly with 
our commitment to educating and supporting the whole student, where wellbeing, 
identity, confidence and academic achievement go hand in hand.

1 June 2026

Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land on which our school stands. 
We pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, and we recognise, acknowledge and respect the history, culture, 
diversity and value of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islands people.

CONNECT WITH US

Term 2
8 June
16 June

23 June
26 June

King’s Birthday Public Holiday
General Achievement Test 
(GAT). Only students sitting the 
GAT to attend school
Careers Evening
Last Day Term 2

Many students travel to school by public 
transport.

From 1 January, young people aged 5-17 
(inclusive) have been able to travel for 
free on Victorian public transport with a 
Youth myki. They need to carry it when 
they travel and must tap on and off. No 
concession identification needs to be 
shown when travelling with a Youth myki.

Many students will turn 18 while still 
in Year 12 and no longer be eligible for 
a Youth myki. These students can still 
access concession fares by using a Child 
myki but will need to carry proof of 
concession identification while travelling 
(as has previously been the norm for 
students aged 17 and 18). Having the PTV 
logo on Student ID cards counts as an 
eligible form of concession identification.

https://www.instagram.com/reels/DY4KWvwRdld/
https://www.instagram.com/cgsc_melbourne/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9764246/admin/feed/posts/
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The resulting footage and promotional materials will be used nationally to support 
the Bodies, Bias and Belonging initiative and will also provide an outstanding 
opportunity to highlight the calibre of our students and the many opportunities 
available at Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College.

I am incredibly proud of the way our students represented our college throughout 
the filming process and thank them for their enthusiasm, professionalism, and 
willingness to begin their day at the incredibly early hour of 6:30am. They were 
exceptional ambassadors for our college and demonstrated exactly the kind of 
character that families and community members regularly comment upon.

As Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College continues to strengthen community 
partnerships, expand opportunities for students and increase its profile within 
the wider community, we are excited to be embarking on the redesign of our 
website and the relaunch of our official Instagram page in the coming months. 
These platforms will enable us to better inform, celebrate, and share the many 
successes of our students across all areas of college life—from the arts, music and 
sport to academic achievement, leadership, wellbeing initiatives, and the learning 
milestones taking place every day in classrooms across the college. Through these 
channels, we look forward to highlighting the diverse talents, aspirations and 
accomplishments of our students while keeping families connected to the vibrant 
life of our school community.

Julia Niamh
Principal
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Dear Canterbury Community,

 Please find below a Buildings and Ground update.

 Working Bee

On Saturday 23 May we had eight parents helping out at our Term 2 Week 
5 Working Bee. Thanks to their efforts, we were able to get on top of lots of 
gardening tasks, helping to free up our maintenance person to focus on other 
areas around the school.

Tasks completed included:

•	 Mowing the lawns near A Block and the double-storey portable
•	 Raking and mulching leaves along Irilbarra Rd at the front of the school
•	 Removing cobwebs from classroom windows in C Block
•	 Clearing drains of debris in preparation for any unexpected rain events
•	 General tidying of garden beds
•	 Repainting student seating around the Library and Music Block

Please note that the next Working Bee will be held on Saturday 15 August. Keep an 
eye on Compass for further information.

Passenger Lift Installation

If you have been to the school and come past C Block, you would have noticed 
temporary fencing near the Hall. This is in preparation for the installation of a new 
passenger lift.

Works in this space will recommence sometime early June.  The builder believes it 
should be ready for the start of Term 3.

The builder has been advised that exams will be taking place in the Hall early 
June and that noise should be kept to a minimum. We have been assured that 
disruption and noise should be limited, as the lift arrives as a kit and will be 
assembled on site.

Science Room Upgrade

School Council has approved the refurbishment of four existing Science 
classrooms : C30, C33, B27 and B47.

Work in this space will most likely begin later in the year. Following consultation 
with the Science faculty last year, the refurbished rooms will reflect the pod or 
“island-style” classroom layout to support whole and small group learning.

Almost every aspect of these rooms will be upgraded to ensure that the 
curriculum aligns with contemporary teaching practices.

A plan will be put in place to move students from one area of the school to 
another.

Jim Ouliaris
Assistant Principal
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Middle School News

Congratulations!
Congratulations to the following Year 9 students who were successful in their 
application to attend the School for Student Leadership: Don Valley Campus in 
Term 3:

•Jessica Merryweather
•Zoe Gladman
•Olivia Vo-Kurgan

They will attend the school for 8 weeks of Term 3, before coming back to 
Canterbury to implement their Community Learning Plan. We are looking forward 
to hearing all about it and seeing it in action!

Year 9 News
The Year 9 Urban Week and Careers program will be taking place in the final 
2 weeks of this term. Below is the timetable for students/parents/carers to be 
aware of.

Information regarding payment and consent for these events will be on Compass 
very soon.

If you have any questions about this program, please contact Eloise Raits – Year 9 
Coordinator.

Elyssia Stroumos
Head of Middle School
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French News

Bonjour, je me présente, 
Ambre, j’ai 23 ans, je suis la 
nouvelle assistante de langue 
française à Canterbury Collège 
Secondaire de filles!

J’ai fait ce long voyage (24 
heures d’avion) depuis la 
France (plus précisément 
depuis Paris) pour partager ma 
connaissance et mon expérience de la culture française aux jeunes 
de l’école. 

J’étais étudiante de littérature anglaise à l’Université de Paris, 
je souhaite sûrement faire un master en FLE (Français Langue 
Étrangère) à mon retour, pour pouvoir par la suite aller dans 
différents pays pour enseigner le français comme je le fais ici.
J’ai quitté ma vie à Paris pour découvrir la vie à Melbourne et en 
Australie, donc n’hésitez pas à me donner les bons plans !

Je suis disponible pour toutes les questions et aides si nécessaire. 

J’espère que nous allons passer une très bonne année ensemble. 

En vous remerciant tous pour votre accueil chaleureux!

Hello, my name is Ambre, I’m 23 years old, I’m the new French 
language assistant at Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College.

I did this long journey (24 hours on the plane) from France (more 
precisely from Paris) to share my experience and knowledge about 
French culture and language to the young people of the school. 

I was a student in English Literature at Paris University, and I would 
love to do my Master’s degree in “FLE” (French Foreign Language) 
when I get back, so that I will be able to visit different countries and 
teach French in all of them like I do here.

I left my life in Paris to discover the life in Melbourne and in 
Australia, so don’t hesitate to share with me any good addresses to 
visit or tips for things to see and do. I am available for any questions 
and help if need be.

I hope we will have an amazing year together.
Thank you to all of you for your warm welcome!

Ambre Landois-Maregiano
French Language Assistant
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Year 11 Economics Excursion – Queen Victoria Market and Port of 
Melbourne

Recently, our Year 11 Economics students participated in an exciting and 
highly educational excursion to the Queen Victoria Market and the Port 
of Melbourne, providing students with the opportunity to connect their 
classroom learning with the real world.

The day began at the Port of Melbourne, Australia’s largest container 
and general cargo port. Students learnt a range of fascinating facts 
about the scale and importance of Australia’s international trade sector. 
They discovered that the port operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
handling enormous volumes of imports and exports that are critical to 
the Australian economy. Students were particularly interested to learn 
about the sheer quantity of goods entering the country each day, including 
the remarkable statistic that Australia now imports the equivalent of 
approximately 23 million espressos worth of coffee every single day.

Throughout the tour, students explored how imports and exports 
contribute to economic growth, employment, and living standards, while 
also gaining insight into the logistics and infrastructure required to 
support global trade.

Following the port tour, students visited the Queen Victoria Market, 
where they were able to observe key economic concepts from the Unit 1 
Economics course in action. The market provided an excellent example of 
a free market economy, with many small businesses competing against 
one another to attract consumers. Students observed firsthand how high 
levels of competition influence pricing, product quality, customer service, 
and business innovation.

The excursion allowed students to move beyond theoretical learning and 
apply their classroom knowledge in authentic economic environments. 
It was fantastic to see students actively engaging with traders, asking 
insightful questions, and making connections between economic theory 
and real-world business activity.

Overall, the excursion was both enjoyable and highly valuable, with 
students gaining a deeper understanding of how markets operate and how 
Australia’s economy is connected domestically and internationally.

Vineet Rattan
VCE Economics and VCE Business Management Teacher

Careers

Careers and Pathways Evening -  Tuesday 23 June

The annual Careers and Pathways Evening will be held on Tuesday 23 June 
from 6.30–8.00 pm, and we are seeking former Canterbury students to be 
involved in this valuable event.

It’s always lots of fun chatting to parents and students, providing the 
opportunity to speak with former CGSC students and representatives from 
tertiary institutions about careers, education and future pathways.

This year we welcome participants with experience across a broad range 
of industries, including business, government, law, health, science, 
management and real estate. 
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Former students will share insights into their journey since graduating from 
Canterbury and will be available to answer questions and offer advice to students 
considering future study and career options.

Participation only requires an hour and a half of your time and is a wonderful way 
to reconnect with the College community while supporting current students as they 
explore their future pathways.

If you are a former student, or know someone who may be interested in 
participating, we would love to hear from you. Please contact David Cameron at 
dca@cgsc.vic.edu.au for further information.

David Cameron
Careers and Pathways Co-Ordinator

Humanities Week

From 18-22 May we held the annual Humanities Week! 

On Monday, we had the geography scavenger hunt, which was very successful. It 
ended with Macdonald winning in a record-breaking time, followed by Cattanach, 
then Brennan in a very close third, and then Flynn rounding out the competition.  

On Tuesday, despite the bad weather, the most anticipated event of the year took 
place - The Business Fair! The Business 
Fair was run with a high level of 
proficiency. Congratulations to the Unit 
1 & 2 Business Management class who 
raised over $5544. This money will be 
put back into our school to upgrade our 
bathrooms. There was a wide variety of 
foods available including loaded fries, 
pasta, baked goods, noodles, bubble tea, 
burgers, pizza, paninis, sausages, and 
sushi.

On Wednesday, there was a quiz on a range of different Humanities subjects in B18, 
which fostered some competitive spirits to win the prizes.

Thank you to everyone who participated in Humanities Week!

Sophie Hubert
Humanities Captain
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Year 11 Business Management

What does it take to run a successful business?

For the Year 11 Business Management students at Canterbury Girls’ Secondary 
College, the answer is much more than simply selling a product. It requires careful 
planning, effective marketing, sound financial management, strong organisational 
skills and the ability to adapt when things don’t go according to plan.

 These lessons came to life at the school’s annual Business Fair, where students 
transformed the theoretical concepts studied in Unit 1 Business Management into 
a vibrant, bustling marketplace. For one day, classrooms and courtyards became 
the home of student-run businesses as Year 11 students stepped into the shoes of 
real entrepreneurs.

The Fair featured an impressive range of food stalls including a Sausage Sizzle, 
Burgers, Noodle Cups, Doughnuts, Sushi, Loaded Fries, Baked Goods, Paninis, 
Bubble Tea, Pizza and a Pasta Bar. From the aroma of freshly cooked food to the 
energetic marketing campaigns competing for customers’ attention, the school was 
buzzing with activity from the moment the first stall opened.

 While the event may have looked effortless to customers, students know just how 
much work occurred behind the scenes. Over many weeks they were required 
to develop business ideas, conduct market research, forecast demand, create 
budgets, source suppliers and design marketing strategies. They also had to 
grapple with many of the same challenges faced by business owners every day.

How much stock should be ordered? What price will attract customers while still 
generating a profit? How do you stand out when competing businesses are selling 
similar products? What happens when demand exceeds expectations or supplies 
run low?

These are the kinds of decisions that cannot be fully understood through a textbook 
alone. The Business Fair provides students with a unique opportunity to experience 
firsthand the realities of operating a business in a competitive environment.

Perhaps most impressively, students completed the majority of this work 
independently. Their initiative, creativity and determination were on display 
throughout the planning process and on the day itself. While staff provided 
guidance and support, the success of the event belongs largely to the students, who 
demonstrated remarkable maturity, resilience and business acumen.

Their efforts were rewarded with outstanding results.

Every single stall made a profit, reflecting the careful planning and strong decision-
making demonstrated by each business team. Collectively, students generated 
more than $5,500 in profit, making this year’s Business Fair the most successful in 
the event’s history.

Importantly, these funds will not simply remain in a bank account. The money 
raised will contribute to much-needed capital improvements across the school, 
directly benefiting current and future Year 11 and Year 12 students. In this way, the 
students’ entrepreneurial efforts will leave a lasting legacy for the Senior School 
community.

A special thank you must be extended to the Canterbury Girls’ Secondary College 
Parents’ Association, whose generous support provided much-needed cooking 
equipment that enabled several stalls to operate effectively throughout the day. 
Their contribution played an important role in the smooth running and overall 
success of the event.



newsletter
We would also like to acknowledge the incredible generosity of the many 
businesses and community organisations that donated products, resources 
and support. Their willingness to invest in our students helped create an 
authentic business experience and contributed significantly to the record-
breaking outcome.

Our sincere thanks go to Coles Supermarkets, Woolworths Supermarkets, 
Pizza Republica, Kmart Camberwell, Sunwide Australia, Ice Guys, Bill’s 
Takeaway Fish and Chips, Glenferrie Gourmet Meats, Guzman y Gomez 
Hawthorn, Lickt Ashburton, Yang Yang Asian Grocer Forest Hill, Cornehls and 
Blackburn Butchers, G J Rush Butchers, IGA Glenferrie Road, Bown Street 
Community Centre and Australian Radio Pharmacy Group.

The annual Business Fair remains one of the highlights of the Year 11 
Business Management program because it demonstrates something 
powerful: when students are given responsibility, challenge and opportunity, 
they are capable of extraordinary things.

 Congratulations to all students involved on an exceptional achievement and a 
truly record-breaking day.

Vineet Rattan
VCE Business Management teacher
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music upbeat 
News from the Music Department

VCE Class Performance – General Assembly

Congratulations to the VCE Music Class on their wonderful performance of Clean 
Bandit’s Symphony last Tuesday morning at General Assembly. Performing for the 
whole school is always such a great opportunity for students, but it is also one of 
the more nerve wracking of performance challenges. Performing for your peers is 
perhaps the ultimate test! 

In class over the last few weeks, the students together with Karen Nansen have 
transcribed, arranged, adapted and rehearsed, drawing on all their fantastic music 
and performance skills. 

Well done Ella Kim, Ella Macmillan, Lucy Qin, Ari Shea, Belle Wong, Georgia Woods, 
Chloe Keung, Charlotte Neish, Kacy Tong, Leighton MacDonald and Karen Nansen!

Term 2
17 June
24 June

VCE Music Recital Units 1 & 3
Choral Concert - PAC

VCE Music Recital Units 1 & 3

Our VCE Music students are working towards this major assessment task 
coming up on June 17 in the PAC. Students will perform two pieces from their 
end-of-year recital programs. Our VCE Music students have been putting in 
the hard yards at home, practising both on their own and together with their 
accompanists. Good luck to our VCE students.

Choral Concert 

Our wonderful music teacher and highly skilled Choral Director, Sharon 
Batterham is currently preparing students in the Cantabella and Open Choirs for 
the Choral Concert coming up in the PAC on June 24. This is always a beautiful 
evening of choral singing, and we invite you to attend. More to follow!

Barbara Kerr
Acting Head of Music



the parents’ 
association

Diary dates
Next monthly meeting
Date: Tuesday 16 June
Time: 7.00pm
Venue: Conference Room

2026 Office bearers           
President: Samantha Whitehead
Vice Presidents: Mel Burrowes and Elisa Varyiamis
Treasurers: Cathy Eastwood and Maryanne Galea
Secretary: Carolyn Camm
Contact: PA@cgsc.vic.edu.au

Hello all,
 
Best wishes to all students who are preparing for upcoming exams and those who 
are completing learning tasks for their subjects.
 
Funding grant submissions

Thank you to everyone who submitted a funding grant application to the Parents’ 
Association.

The school has created a shortlist from the funding grant applications that the PA 
received.
 
At the next Parents’ Association meeting on 16 June, PA members will vote on 
which applications to fund. The Parents’ Association will consider applications 
which will benefit a range of students, a range of year levels, and that will provide 
value to students.
 
Individual students, parents, carers, and staff will be informed about the outcome 
of their application following that meeting, and PA funded initiatives will be 
announced in the meeting minutes, and through the PA entry in the next school 
newsletter.
 
Fundraising

The PA is currently preparing for other upcoming fundraising and social activities. 
Details to follow!
 
Meeting attendance

Are you curious about the work of the PA? Please join us at our 16 June meeting, 
where we will discuss the shortlisted grant applications. We value the perspective 
of all parents and carers and invite you to come and discuss where PA money can 
best be allocated. Thank you.
 
Kind regards,

Samantha Whitehead
Parents’ Association President
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  Interview with Mr Ouliaris, 2006

The Mangarrian, 2006


